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IfiSgiiS® PREFACE. From tlie title of the présent volume, it
might be thoxight that tlie subject of which it treats is not germaue to that of
Nature Worship. A carcful perusal of its contents will, we think, serve to
dispel any such considération, and evoke the conclusion that it forms a
valuable and fitting companion to those of the séries already published. Ail
the information that could be obtained, either by research or personal
observation has been collected into this work, which cannot fail to prove
equally as interesting as its predecessors. The original purpose of thése
Kock Cuttings still remains a matter of conjecture, but we have some
confidence that in the following pages will be found the key to a problem
that has severely taxed tlie ingenuity of the Archaeologist. With these
prefatory remarks, we commend our readers to the study of a new discovery
of Primreval Archaic Workmanship, remarkable for its duplication in
widely separated countries of the habitable globe. Univ Calif - Digitized by
Microsoft ®
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ARCHAIC ROCK MARKINGS. CHAPTER I. Introductory —
Varieties of Markings. THE siibject we are now approaching the
considération of, is comparatively a new one, with which perhaps few men
are acquainted, and upon which at présent bnt a limited amonnt of literature
bas been produeed. It is only within the last half-century — or little more —
that public attention lias been attracted to it, and as y et very little has been
done towards its elncidation. Indeed the whole matter has corne up rather
by accident than otherwise — the unintentional disturbance of a layer of
turf which had been accumulating for centuries over the surface of a rock,
having brought to view mysterious markings which excited the curiosity of
the discoverers, and led to further search, and comparison of notes in
différent parts of the world. Qnite in the early part of the présent century, a
Mr. J. C. Langlands noticed some curious figures, very much worn and
defaced, upon a sandstone block near the great camp on Old Bewick Hill, in
the county of Northumberland. Mr. Tate, Secretary of the Anthropological
Society, etc., who has rendered excellent service in describing the
sculptured rocks of the north of England, says that though strange and old
world looking, thése figures then presented an isolated fact, and he (Mr.
Langlands) hesitated to connect them with by-past ages ; for they might
have been the work of an ingenious shepherd, while resting on the hill ; but
on finding some years afterwards, another incised stone of a similar
character, on the same hill, he then formed the opinion that thése sculptures
were very ancient, and probably the work of the same people who erected
the strong and complicated fort cresting the hill. To him belongs the honour
of the first discovery of thése archaic sculptures. Time passed on, and theén
further discoveries were made by the llev. Ali-. Greenwell and others,
which lent additional importance to what Mr. Langlands had found, and
stimulated further research. Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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2 INTRODUCTORY — VARIETIES OF MARKINGS. The
astounding fact then became évident that in ail parts of the world there
existed ancien t cnttings in the rocks so wonderfully similar, that it was easy
to see that whatever was the signification in one case, was the signification
1n another. "We shall conduct our readers to theése différent localities, and
describe engraved rocks as they occur in each, after which we shall as far as
our limits will allow, discuss the question as to their authorship and
meaning. The earliest notice of cup and ring marks inscribed upon British
or other rocks, is that in Camden's Britannia, Gough's édition, vol. 3,
London, 1789. Opposite page G03 is an engraving of one of these
sculptured stones, and the référence to it on page 645 says : — " It
represents a Druidical altar, discovered lying on the ground near the Kev.
Mr. Hart's at Lynsfort, on Inis Oen, 1773. The greatest length is 28 ft., in
breadth, 25 feet. It is full of rock basons, and in one corner is what is
described as ' a block on which the human victims were slain, and never
seen ou an altar before7, The bcst authorities who have duly weighed and
discussed the rock cuttings in various parts of the world, have supplicd us
with seven distinct forms or types of cup and ring markings. First we have
single cups. These are no more than shallow dépressions in the surface of
the rock, varying from an inch to three inches or more in diameter. Their
depth is frequently no- more than half an inch, and seldom goes beyond an
inch, still more rarely do they exceed an inch and a half, and they are found
of these différent sizes on the surface of the same rock or stone. They are
generally found mixed up with ring cuttings. " Among the sculptured rock
surfaces, for instance," says Sir John Simpson, " in Argyleshire, there are in
one group at Auchnabreach, thirty-nine or forty cupcuttings, and the same
number of ring-cuttings ; and at Carnban there are twenty-nine figures, —
namely nine single cups, seven cups surround ed by single rings, and
thirtcen cups encircled by a séries of concentric rings." " The simple cup-
cuttings," proceeds Sir James, " are generally scattered singly, and
apparently quite irrcgularly ovcer the surface of the stone ; but occasionally
they seem placcd in groups of four, six, or more, — almost in a methodic
and constellation-like arrangement. Usually the edge of the cup is smooth
and regular in its circumference ; but occasionally it is depresscd or
guttcred at one point, or on one side." A second type of theése markings



consists of cups surrounded with a single ring or circle. According to the
above authority the ring is usually very much shallower than the cup, and
forms a
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INTRODUCTORY — VARIETIES OF MARKINGS. 3 sort of
border or setting to it. Tho ring 1s often compléte as a circle, but at other
times it has a groove which sometimes extends from the central cup
outwards beyond the ring. Occasionally the groove is in the edge only of
the cup. A third class consists of cups surrounded with a séries of concentric
complete rings, varying in number from two to six or seven, or more. The
fourth class consists of cups surrounded with a séries of concentric but
incompléte rings and having a straight radial groove. The fifth class
comprises cups surrounded by concentric rings and flexed lines. The sixth
class comprises concentric rings without a central cup. An example of this
was found at Grcat Hucklow, in the Peak of Derbyshirc, in the form of a
slab stone about twenty inches in lcngth and in breadth, which has inscribed
upon it seven concentric rings, eut around a common centre, but with no
cup. The outer ring is about twenty-two inches in diameter. The seventh
class consists of concentric circular lines of tho form of a spiral or volute.*
This is the rarest form of circular ring cutting in Great Britain, but it is often
found on the incised stones of Ireland and Brittany. Various as are the
markings; it seems €évident that they are ail somewhat closely allied to each
other, " belong to the same archaic school of art, and have a community of
character and origin, is proved," says Sir J. Simpson, "by the fact of two,
three, or more of them being occasionally found carved together upon the
same stones or rocks. For, if in some instances we have the sculpturing
cntirely of onc single type or character, we have in other instances, ail, or
nearly ail, the types appearing in onc position. Thus, on the rocks at
Auchnabreach, near the Crinan Canal, there are cups both single and ringed,
with ail kinds of concentric circles and volutes. On the megalithic circle of
stones, termed the Calder stones, standing within a few miles of Liverpool,
I lately traced out ail the différent types, — as single and ringed cups,
concentric circles of various forms, and volutes." * Thése are ail described
in Simpson's Archaic Sculpturinge. Univ Cal if - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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CHAPTER IL Rock-Marhings in Northumberland. AT a meeting
of the Archaeological Institute, December 4, 1863, the Rev. Dr.
Collingwood Bruce called the attention of those présent to an extensive
séries of drawings by Mr. D. Mossman, representing the incised markings
of doubtful import occurring upon rocks in Northumberland, chiefly in the
neighbourhoods of Wooler, Doddington, and Old Bewick. "Dr. Bruce
exhibited also rubbings and mouldings in gutta percha which he had taken
from some of the most remarkable rock markings, consisting chiefly of
incised concentric circles traversed in one direction by lincs which proceed
from a central point or cavity. These curions vestiges were first brought
under the notice of archeeologists by the Rev. W. Greenwell, of Durham,
now Président of the Tyneside Club of Antiquaries and Naturalists, a
memoir on the subject having been read by him at the Annual Meeting of
the Instituto at Ncwecastle, in 1857. A short notice of the numerous markings
near Ford, in Northumberland, was shortly after published by Dr. Johnson,
of Berwick, in his Natural History of the Northern Borders, from the
account communicatcd by Mr. Grecenwell, and accompanied by an
engraving from a drawing executed by him, which represents a remarkable
rock adjacent to a small entrenchment at Routing Linn, near Doddington.
This mysterious subject had subsequently attracted the notice of Sir
Gardner Wilkinson, by whom some notices have been given in the Journal
of the Archceological Association, vol. xvi, 1860, p. 118. The Duke of
Northumberland, a few years after, stimulated further investigations, and
personally examined the various places where such markings had been
noticed. * Numerous vestiges of the same class were brought to light shortly
after through his Grace' s suggestions, especially by the Rev. W. Proctor, of
Doddington, and other résidents in that part of Northumberland. Some
examples had been discovered on rocks concealed under an accumulation
of mould, covered by rank végétation, and indicating the lapso of many
ycars sinec these circles had been therc traced. The origin of such markings,
and the period or race to which they may be assigned, remain, as Dr. Bruce
stated, without satisfactory explanation. The Univ Calif - Digitized by
Microsoft ®
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ROCK-MARKINGS IX XORTIIUMBERLAND. 5 Duke of
Northumberland, with the noble patronage of researches into the bistory and
antiquities of his eountry which he has shown in so remarkable a degree,
has direeted tliat représentations of ail theése mysterious traces of the earlier
inhabitants of the Northern Marches should be prepared for publication, for
the purpose of elieiting information regarding any like vestiges which may
occur in any other parts of the British Isles or in foreign countries, and to
afFord to archeeologists accurate materials for investigation of so curious a
subject. It is remarkable that, as Dr. Bruce observed, thése markings appear
to have been produced by a métal implement ; this is shown by indications
of tooling in the grooved lines, wrought as if by an iron chisel upon the hard
rocks of the Cheviot district." In the référence made by Sir Gardner
Wilkinsou, alluded to above, that gentleman said : — " Many other
remarkable mémentos ofour British ancestors might bc notieed ; but I shall
be satisfied for the présent to invite attention to certain rude concentric
rings carved upon stones, which, as far as my observations carry me, only
occur outside the enceinte of aneient forts, or of sacred circles. They appear
to be confined to the north of our islands, and chiefly to North umberland. I
have also met with one on the long upright stonc outside the sacred circle
near Penrith in C umberland, known by the name of ' Long Meg with her
daughters/ but they are not found in Devonshire and Cornwall. They
generally consist of three or four concentric rings, the outer one measuring
from about seven inches to twenty four in diameter ; the innermost one, or
centre, being a single dot, from which a line, more or less straight, runs
directly through the successive rings, and extends beyond the circumference
of the outermost one. The first that I observed was that on the stone called *
Long Meg,' near Penrith. This was in 1835, at which time, I believe, they
had never been notieed ; and though I continued to search for them in many
places, it was not till 1850 that in visiting the double British Camp called
Old Bewick, in Northumberland, I met with other instances of thése
concentric rings. I there found several carved upon two large blocks
respeetively thirty and a hundred and thirteen paces beyond the outermost
vallum of that camp. " Though I had found at length, after so many frnitless
inquiries, that the one in Cumberland, was not a solitary instance of this
deviee, I was unable to hear of any more, until, in 1851, the attention of the



Arehceeologieal Institute, during their meeting at Newcastle, was direeted to
them by the discovery of others. Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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G ROCK-MARKINGS IN NORTHUMBERLAND. at Rowting
Lynn, near Ford in Northumberland ; and I was gratified by the sight of a
copy of them. But nothing was thon, nor Las since that time been elicited,
to shew their object or their meaning ; and I am not disposed to maintain the
opinion which at first suggested itself to me, that they related to the circular
camps, and certain dispositions connected with them, sueh as are traced in
times of danger by the Arabs on the sand, to guide the movements of a force
coming to their rescue. " I affcerwards visited those of Routing Lynn also,
and found that the rock on which they were eut, stands, as usual, outside the
camp; the agger of which is still traceable, though there are remains of other
mounds beyond it, which may have surrounded the external enclosure in
which it stands. The rings are very numerous, amounting to between twenty
and thirty ; and the rock is rather more than seventy feet in length. Some are
more varied in form than those of Old Bewick, though they seem mostly to
be designed on the same principle, with the exception of some small rings,
and one of a semi-elliptical figure. This last mcasures twelve inches in
breadth and ten in height. The largest of the other rings are, respectively, of
2 ft. OJin., 2 ft., 1 ft. 10 1n., 1 ft. 8 in., and 1 ft. 3 in. diameter. " On one of
the blocks at Old Bewick are about five rings ; and the other bears fromten
to twelve, some of which are double, like those at Routing Lynn. Other
rings are said to be found in Northumberland, at Dowth, and at
Fordwestfield ; and another occurs on a stone in one of the cells of a
Tumulus opencd in 1853 at Pickaquoy, near Kirkwall, in Orkney. Some at
New Grange, near Drogheda, in Ireland (on the upright slates forming the
entrancepassage to the sepulchral cell), representing a scroll shaped design,
may be thought to présent a similar character ; but others at the same place,
which are convoluted, and consist of several spiral folds turning in opposite
directions, differ essentially from the concentric rings hére alluded to ; and
are more liko those at Gavr Innis, in the Morbihau. Others are found on
what are called the Calder-Stones, near Liverpool ; but the principal one
being convoluted, while two others consist each of a central and outer ring,
with another device below one of them, of elongated and pointed form liko
an animale nose, these may also be considered distinct from the concentric
rings of Northumberland ; though they may assist in establishing the fact of
circular devices having been common in the northern parts of the country.



Those, which arc of the very complicated character before mentioncd, bear
some analogy to the Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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ROCK-MARKINGS IN NOUTIIUMBERLAND. 7 mazos or
labyrinths met with in Cumberland, Yorkshirc, Bedfordsbirc, Hampshire,
Wiltshiro, Dorsctshire, and othor parts of England, eut in turf, and varying
from about thirty to sixty, or a hundred and ten feet, in diamoter ; and to
others formed of stono which are found in Italy. But it may bo doubted
whother tbese mazes boar any relationship to the concentric rings ; and if,
as I bave before observed, thése ring-devices are confined to the north, and
are unknown in the south, of England, thoro is less reason to fcol surprise or
regret at this circumstanco, as it appears to be consistent with the fact of
stones inscribed with various emblems being common in Scotland. Indeed,
one of those figured in Wilson's Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, which was
once the coverstoue of a cist found at at Coilsfield, in Ayrshirc, has
concentric rings carved upon it, not very unlike some at Routing Lynn and
Old Bewick; and that it is of British time, 1s proved by the pattern on the
urn containing the burnt boncs buried in the tomb. There is also one given
in plate 123 of Mr. Stuart's Sculpturcd Stones of Scotland, which was found
at High Auchinlay by Wigton Bay, aud has similar rings ; though the other
sculptured stones contained in that interesting work are of Christian time,
and have the western or papal cross ; with the fish, the mirror and comb,
and various fanciful do vices of a much later period thau the pagan era. "
The introduction of emblems such as the concentric rings, in which the
monuments of the north differ from those of Devonshire, and Cornwall, and
other southern parts of Britain, may be owing to some diversity in the habits
of the two peoples ; for though similar in their génerai customs, and in their
¢rection of sacre d circles, cromlechs and other monuments, the Celtic
tribes of the north and south had some peculiarities, which may be traced in
their tombs and dwellings, and in certain points where a différence might
reasonably be expected from their being far removed from each other; and,
above ail, from their belonging, in most cases, not merely to différent tribes,
but to two distinct branches of the Celtic ffamily. It must, however, be
admitted that those who lived still further to the south had the custom of
engraving stones with various devices ; and some found at Gavr Innis, in
the Morbihan, are covered with most complicated patterns."* Mr. Lukis
exploring the cromlech at this place, some fifty years ago, found the props



covered with engraved lines forming patterns * Jour, Arch. Assoc, 16, p.
118. Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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8 ROCK-MARKINGS IN NORTIHUMBERLAND, resembling
tho tatooing of the New Zealander. There were also a number of flat stones
lying about, which were also engraved. A number of rubbings with heel-
ball were taken — as rubbings of monumental brasses are taken, and
facsimiles of theése may be scen in the Journal of the British Archseological
Association, voL 3, p. 273. The patterns are sunk in the stone about half an
inch deep, and though some of them appear to resemble each other, they
cannot be said to be attempts at exact imitation. Attention seems to have
been first of ail called to the mysterious markings on the rocks of
Northumberland, at the annual meeting of the Archseological Institute at
Newecastle, in the autumn of 1852, by the Rev. William Greenwell, who
read a paper upon tho subject, and to whom the crédit of bringing so curious
a discovery under considération is due. The resumption of the subject by Sir
Gardner Wilkinson in 1860,'we have just mentioned. The publicity given to
the statements of thése gentlemen brought other antiquaries into the field,
and information has been supplied relative to such markings found in many
parts of England, Scotland, and Ireland. Mr. G. V. Dunoyer, relates that in
some of the southern districts of Ireland, the rock surfaces are found to
présent numerous markings similar to those in the Cheviot district. These
have been the subject of careful investigation by Dean Graves of Dublin,
who in a m €émoi r to the Royal Irish Academy expressed the opinion that
the concentric circles, lines and other singular configurations found upon
such incised rocks, reprcsent, al though very rudely, fortified dwollings,
entrenched works and lines of communication, such as abound in the sister
kingdom. Whether this be so or not, it is worthy of remark that the samc
génerai supposition regarding those found in Northumberland was
entertained by Mr. Greenwell, the first antiquary as beforc mentioned, who
brought the discovery forward, and it is thus stated in the earliest published
notice, namely, that commun icated by him to Dr. Johnston, of Berwick, by
whom 1t was given, with a reproduction of Mr. Greenweirs drawing of the
rcmarkable rock at Routing Lynn, near Doddington, in the Natural History
of the Eastern Borders. The celebrity of this rock induccs us to transcribc a
short account of it from the pages of Mr. George Tate's pamphlet, " Ancicnt
Sculptured Rocks of Northumberland." Hc says : — " The great stone at
Routing Lynn, though not tho first discovered, may be first described, as it



is nearly tho most northerly in situation, and contains the largcst number
and groatest variety of inscriptions. It is situatc on the edge of wild dreary
Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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ROCK-MARKINGS IN NOBTIHUMBERLAND. 9 moor lands,
about midway between Doddington and Ford, by tho sido of a burn, which
tumblcs over a sandstone clifF some thirty fcet in height, into the Lynn
(Celtic) a pool at its base. Tho meaning of tho namc is prctty well
ascertaincd — Routing (from rour — a) means to bellow ; and is applied
both in Northumberland, and in Scotland to the bellowing of cattle. When
the burn is swollcn with the rainfall from the hills, it becomes a torrent ; and
falling over tho clifF into the Lynn, with a loud noise like the routing or
bellowing of cattle, it is called the Routing Lynn. " This rock is the largest
of ail the inscribed stones discovered ; and yet it is but a fragment, for part
of it has been quarried away on the south side ; it is m situ, rising 10 foet
above the ground on the south side, with a short abrupt slope to the south,
and a larger slope towards the north and west : it is 60 feet in length from
east to west, and 40 feet in its broadest part. Kising so much above the
ground, it is more ridged and irregular in its suif ace than most other rocks.
Untrimmed by art, it is rough as nature has left it, and yet over ail parts —
over ridges and hollows, as well as over smoother places, the mysterious
figures have been incised. How many figures may have been on this rock
originally, it 1s impossible to say ; now, fifty-five are traceable on its north
ern and western slopes, and five more on its weather-worn and
deeplyguttered southern aspect. Doubtless, the whole stone had been
covered with inscriptions, and originally there would not be less than onc
hundred figures. " Most of the figures are typical forms. One of them has a
hooklike process at the side ; hére is an arched figure like a recessed Gothic
doorway; here are concentric circles with two and threc grooves issuing
from them ; hére are horse shoe forms, and hére is the singular figure with
nine radiating grooves from the top of the outer circle. This appendago was
first noticed in 1855, when Mr. John Stuart, Secretary of Antiquaries of
Scotland, and mysclf, visited this stone. One outer ray is directed south 20°
east, the other south 15° west, and the middle ray, south by east. Some of
the compound figures are peculiar ; therc is the plant”like form, with its
stem, branches, and floral heads ; there are two circles a little apart, united
by a groove passing from centre to centre, reminding one of the curious and
unexplained spectacle ornament on the Scott i1sh sculptured stones ; and
there are other two circles with long tails uniting and ending in cups, and



which perchance, might conventionally represent cornets. " The figures on
this stone have a more artistic appearanco than Univ Calif - Digitized by
Microsoft ®



The text on this page is estimated to be only 23.00% accurate

10 ROCK-MARKINGS IX NORTHUMBERLAND. most others,
which is partly due to the care with which they havo been formed, and
partly to the moulding action of the éléments, the incised circles and
grooves are deep, usually from one-fourth to thrce-eighths of au inch ; some
are even half an inch ; the hollows or cups are deepor still, some being as
deep as one inch and a half. In size, the figures range from three inches to
two feet nine inches in diameter ; the common size is fiteen inches. Twelve
years ago, the lower part of the stono was concealed by a covering of peat
nine inches in depth. " This marvellous rock is within an ancient British
camp, which occupies an angle formed by the bend of the Routing Lynn
Burn, and is defended on the north and west sides partly by deep gullies,
and on the other by four strong rampiers and ditches. Like some other
camps of the same age, it has attached to it a large area enclosed by a
supplemental rampier, and it is within this area, about midway between the
camp and the external rampier, that the inscribed rock stands. " This part of
Northumberland appears to be particularly rich in thése incompréhensible
markings, for within a distance of twelve or fifteen miles, — between
Routing Lynn and Beanley Moor — between forty and fifty sculptured
rocks have been discovered, with more than three hundred examples of
rings and concentric circles eut upon them. As far back as 1825, Mr.
Langlands, of Old Bewick, noticed one of these sculptured rocks ; but it
was the Mr. Greenwell of Durham, whom we have already mention ed, who
in 1852 first called public attention to them, aud commenced the inquiry
which afterwards yielded so much information. He, indeed, was the
discoverer of the celebrated rock at Routing Lynn. He did this quite
accidently one day when he happened to bc resting near the locality. A part
of the rock happened to be exposed, and he fancied he noticed some
appearance of carving upon it. Of course such an enthusiastic and
accomplished archscologist at once took steps to satisfy his curiosity, by
removing from the surface of the rock, portions of its thick and ancient
covering of turf. His search was speedily rewarded by the discovery of
those wonderful markings we have just been describing, an account of
which he read at the Archceological Institute's meeting at Ncwecastle in
1852. The paper, however, was unfortunatcly Jost, aud consequently is not
to be found in their printed Transactions. " It will be interesting to add here



a short extract from Dr Johnston's ' Natural History of the Eastern Borders/
which we have said, was one of the earliest Works to notice and describe
this Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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[tOCK-MARKINGS IN NORTIIUMBEILLAND. 11 marvellous
rock. He is speaking of the Osmunda Regalis (the Royal Fern) as being
foinul on the water ledge above -tho liouting Lynn, and thon hc says : — *
The burn now hurries down a dcep woody glen ; and almost immediately
leaps the mueh higher and more beautiful lynn — the Ronting-Lynn. This is
an attractive scene, richly embowered with wood, and eovered with
everygift that onr northern Flora decmed suitablo to its adornment ; — bnt
we must re-ascend, for we have passed unnoticed some things worthy of a
note. About 50 yards above the first lynn, the sides of the burn heave on
eaech side with mounds and parallel fosses, that have evidently an artificial
origin, and that in a far-away time. They are green with sward, and too
imperfect to permit their plan to be restored ; but it has been conjectured
that they are the traces of what had been strongholds and encampments of
the Danes, — the savage warriors of the far Norrowaie. From the remains,
it has been also inferred that the encampment must have been extensive and
intended for permanency. A little apart, on the south, thero juts above the
level of the moor a rounded sandstone rock. The scalp of this rock is about
20 feet across, concave, rather smooth, irregularly cracked, and with even
spaees ; and these are engraved ail over with figures, each consisting of a
séries of grooved rings, often dotted in the bottom of the grooves. The
figures are seattered, and vary in size, the largest being little more than a
foot in diameter, but they are alike in form and in sculpture. Short parallel
lines lead away, for a few inehes, from some of them ; but no two circlcs
appear to have been connected. " Such is the spot ; and I wish that I eould
penetrate the mysstery of its history. Some portion is easily read. Long —
long ago, the bog was a lake. Thither the Red Deer and the Roes of the wide
moor, and the Whitc cattle of the forest came to drink, and, in the encircling
wood, to find shelter from the fervour of the summer snn. The Osmunda
probably grew abundantly in this wood. Centuries came and went, and each
marked its reign by usurpations on the water, until what was lake became a
swamp, — a bog, — and a wooded basin ; — such is the force and sure
resuit of uncheeked végétation. When a lake, the buni that relieved it from
an overflow was much more considérable than that which now is ; and it
may have been the impassable lake behind, and the plentiful supply of
water it furnished, that led the northern invadcrs to sélect this locality for



the site of their Camp. In front the précipices of the lynns were good
defence ; and thence the warder's eye eould scan the eountry ail around.
Presuming the Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft &
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12 ROCK-MARKINGS IN NORTHUMBERDAND. érections to
have been Danish, we may date their foundation somewhere abouttheyear
870, when ' King Healfdene reigned in Northumbria ' ; and seventy years
and five afterwards, the camp was wrested from the conquerors in one of
the most mémorable battles on record." Dr. Johnston here digresses a little
to introduce an account of this battle. Tins is taken from the Historia
Anglorum of Henry of Huntingdon. "In the year of grace 945, and in the
fourth year of his reign, King Athelstan fought at Brunesburh, one of the
greatest battles on record against Anlaf, King of Ireland, who had united his
forces to those of the Scots and Danes settled in England. Of the grandeur
of this conflict, English writers have expatiated in a sort of poetical
description, in which they have employed bot h foreign words and
metaphors. I therefore give a faithful version of it, in order that, by
translating their récital almost word for word the majesty of the language
may exhibit the majestic achievements and the heroism of the English
nation. " * At Brunesburh, Athelstan the king, noblest of chiefs, giver of
collars, emblems of honour, with his brother Edmund, of a race ancient and
illustrions, in the battle, smote with the edge of the sword. The offspring of
Edward, the departed king, cleft through the defence of shields, strnck
down noble wariors. Their innate valour, derived from their fathers,
defended their country, its treasures and its hearths, its wealth and its
procious things, from hostile nations, in constant wars. The nation of the
Irish, and the men of ships, rushed to the mortal fight ; the hills re-echoed
their shouts. The warriors struggled from the rising of the snn, illuminating
depths with its cheerful rays, the candie of God, the torch of the Creator, till
the hour when the glorious orb sunk in the west. There numbers fell, Danish
by race, transfixed with spears, pierced through their shields; and with them
fell the Scottish men, weary and war sad. But chosen bands of the West
Saxons, the live-long day, unshrinking from toil, struck down the ranks of
their barbarous foe ; men of high breeding handled the spear, Mercian men
hurled their sharp darts. There was no safety to those who with Anlaf,
coming over the sea, made for the land in wooden ships, fated to clie. Five
noble kings, fell on the field, in the prime of their youth, pierced with the
sword ; seven earls of King Anlaf, and Scots without number. Then were
the Northmcen quclled in their pride. For not a few came over the sca to the



contest of war ; while but a few heard their king's groans, as borne on the
waves, he fled from the rout. Then was fierce Froda, Univ Calif - Digitized
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ROCK-MARKINGS IN NORTIHIMBERLAND. 15 cliief of the
Northmen, Constantine with him, King of the Scots, staycd in his boasting,
when corpses were strewed on that battlefield, sad remnant left of kindrcd
bands, relatives and friends, mixed with the common folk slain in tho fight ;
there, too, his dear son was stretched on the plain, mangled with wounds.
Nor could Danish Gude, hoary in wisdom, soft in his words, boast any
longer. Nor could Anlaf himself, with the wreck of his troops, vauut of
success in the conflicts of war, in the crashing of spears, in crossing of
swords, in councils of wise men. Mothers and nurses wailed for their dear
on es, playing the game of ill-fated war with the sons of King Edward. "'
The Northmen departed in their nailed barks, and Anlaf, defcated, over the
deep sought his own land, sorrowing much. Then the two brothers Wessex
regained, leaving behind theni relies of war, the flesh of the slain, a bloody
prey. Now the black raven with crooked beak, the livid toad, and eagle and
kite, the dog and tho wolf, with tawny hide, gorged themselves freely on the
rich feast. No battle ever was fought in this land so fierce and so bloody,
since the time that came hither, over the broad sea, Saxons and Angles, the
Britons to rout ; fanious war-smiths, who struck clown the Welsh, defeated
their nobles, seized on the land. " C. — That is not exactly a Wellington
dispatch 1 S. — No, nor much to the purpose ! ' Bruneburh here or
Bruneburh there/ — there certainly was once a camp, and I think that the
circles we lie upon were made by the soldiers of that camp in relief of
idlcness. They would be basking hére, like becs in the sun. A. — Pooh ! that
explanation won't do : it will not explain wherefore the figures are ail
uniform and circular : soldier's fancies do not run in one vein. S. — True,
— but there was a model to guide them in their work — they were like
children, making a plan of their camp below,— and each trying to excel his
ncighbour in exaetness. A. — A mere get off | Danish camps were not
circular, at least not this one ; they were car then mounds thrown up to aid a
natural defence, or to give a vantage-point of offence. I cannot but bclieve
that on the rock before us, we have engraved a plan, or rude map of the
camp of the district which belonged to the aboriginal Britons. From the rock
there is a distinct view of the entire Cheviot range, and, on almost every
hill-top of them, was once a circular camp, wherein every tribe sheltered
themselves from hostile attacks, and whenec they issued on a foray. A tribe,



pitched where we are standing, would overlook and watch every movement
; and 1t is natural enough to conclude that some one amongst Univ Calif -
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14 ROCK MARRINGS Ii* NORTHUMBERLAND. them, with a
taste for the art, might have i'ndulged his skill in making this sketch, — the
circlcs being made to vary in size according to the variation of the camps on
the opposed hills. This conjecture, I believe, has suggested itself to others
who have examined the rock, — and in spécial to the Rev. W. Greenwell —
and 1t receives confirmation from the discovery of another rock, with
sculptures of the same character, not above ten miles southwards — viz.,
near unto Bewick. " Scarcely a mile from Routing Lynn is Hunter's Moor ;
hére also is an inscribed rock of considérable size, and bearing figures
somewhat différent to those found in other localities. Most of them are of
the usual type, but others are curiously united by straight and curved
grooves. We have in one plaee a group of four concentric circles, and right
aeross their diameters runs a groove Connecting them with other combined
figures. In another place is an irregular, rounded, angular figure, enclosing
two hollows or cups, and united with a broad oval figure. Another, around
four cups approaches to the reniform. A very similar stone to this is found at
Stonehaven in Scotland, apparently belonging to the same family and age,
from the fact that it has the peculiar cups, circles and combinations to be
found in the Hunter's Moor Rock, without any of the ordinary typical
figures. The latter rock has figures as large as 28 inches in diameter. In its
neighbourhood are other rocks abounding with inscriptions which for the
most part have become defaced by time and other causes ; here there are
concentric circles 30 inches in diameter." Another stone, described as far
more important than any of thése, was discovered by Mr. Greenwell, in the
shape of a cist cover, at Ford West Field, about a mile westward of Ilouting
Lynn ; on this wTere eut three incompléte concentric circles round a cup \ of
course the circles may have been originally complote. In the Doddington
district, rock inscriptions literally abound, no less than twenty-five stones
have been discovered by the Rov. William Procter and members of his
family, while other histori€ remains are found on the same moors in similar
profusion. Miss Procter had the honour and pleasure of discovering in 1859,
one of the most curious of these inscribed stones. It lay in a cultivated field
called the Iligh Chesters, covered with turf, as deep in some places as
twelve inches. Owing to this, the markings had been most rcmarkably
preserved from tho action of the weather and other destructive agencics,



and they were almost as fresh as when the hancl of man produced them ; it
is therefore one of the most important rocks as shewing well the character
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thus describcd by Mr. George Tate : — "It juts out from the hillside — an
irregular mass — ridged and broken on the surface, sloping more or less in
ail directions, but chiefly towards the west ; the whole surface, whieh is 9
feet long by 7 feet broad, is crowdcd with figures, chiefly of the ordinary
type of concentric circles, some of whieh are grouped into compound
figures by grooves. Here there are oval, horse-shoe, and pear-shaped
figures. One form is very peculiar ; a circle around a cup, and with two
hook-like grooves from one side of the circle. Very rude are both the shape
and workmanship of the figures ; many of the incisions are shallow, still
retaining distinct marks of the blunt tools by whieh the rock had, with little
skill been chipped away. Some of the hollows are, however, wide and deep.
Thirty figures are traceable on this stone." " Proceeding on through
Harelaw, Horton, and Dod Law, we find in ail directions similar examples
of rocks with their cuttings of rings and cups, the honours of discovery
apparently being shared by the Procter family throughout. Thirty yards
eastward of the Ringses Camp, Airs. Procter discovered a stone differing
considerably in its markings from ail others. Its figures are rude irregular
squares ; one of them with three incomplete concentric squares around
fourteen hollows, from one of which proceeds a groove to another cup, and
then away through an opening in the squares to the extremity of the stone.
Another single quadrangular figure encloses eight cups, and has a groove
passing through, but forked at its commencement and starting from two
différent cups. An analogous figure approaches to a heart shape.
Imaginative speculators, might in theése figures find countenance to the
notion of the inscriptions being plans of camps ; for heére wo could fancy
there were camps with one and three rampiers. A gateway through them —
hut dwellings scattered over the area enclosed, and a hollow way leading
out of the camp. The shape however of the imaginary camp does not
correspond with those of the period. So différent are these figures from
other inscriptions, that they might have been referred to a différent age and
people ; but their association with other figures of the normal types, shews
their common origin. Three other groups of figures, curved and of irregular
forms, are on the scalp of the same rock, but at some distance from each
other. Like as with others, this rock was covered over with turf till 1855,



when it was discovered by Mrs. Procter, who at once had part of it cleared,
and ultimately further portions, exposing an area of 16 feet by 8 feet
covered with figures." * * Tate's Ancient Rocks.
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16 ROCIt-MAREINGS IK NORTHUIIBERLAND. The lady
mentioned above (Mrs. Procter) had the good fortune to discover other
incised rocks in the same part of the country as those we havc bcen
describing. " On Gled Law, a platform of rock breaking out of the south-
west encampment of Dod Law, and ranging from north-west to south-east,
seven groups of inscriptions have been discovered. In this assemblage of
sculptures, there are traceable thirty six figures, mostly typical forms ; yet
in some cases so varied and combined, as to présent new figures." The most
remarkable of the groups was that discovered by Mrs. Procter, and is thus
described by Mr. Tate. " In this group there are two séries of large
concentric circles attached to each other ; one, consisting of six circles, 26
inches in diameter ; the other, the largest figure discovered, being 39 inches
in diameter, aud having eight compléete concentric circles and part of
another. In this large figure there are the central cup and three radial
grooves, none of which, however, extends to the centre, but two of them
start from the circumference of the innermost circle, and the other from the
second circle. There is no other examplc of threc radial grooves, The whole
of the sculptures are rudely formed, the incisions are shallow, and the tool
marks distinct ; the circles arc irregular, and had evidently been drawn
without instrumental aid. A short distance from them, Mrs. Procter
afterwards discovered the fragments of a sepnlchral uni of the ordinary
ancient British type." Southward of tho foregoing — about two miles, is
Whitsunbank. There is a lofty hill on which are eight différent inscribed
stoncs, ail of which were discovered by Mr. George Tate and Mr. William
Wightman. Thirty-tAvo figures are clearly traceable on these rocks. " On
the summit of the hill on a tolerable smooth surface of rock, which has a
gentle slope to the north, there are seven figures ail typical. The largest
figure of six circles is bulged out in breadth ; from east to west it is 24
inches in diameter ; but only 21 iuches from north to south ; it is connected
by a long wavy groove with another group of concentric circles of similar
proportions. The union in this case is from centre to centre ; but two other
groups are united by a straight groove from the centre of the one to the
circumference of the other group." About the same hill are other
inscriptions most of which are very much dcfacecl. One in particular is
considered specially in* teresting, because of its being near to an ancient



British cist of an extrcmely rude form, eut out of the rock, in which were
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bones of a human skcleton, and a fiint arrow head, which had been snbjeet
to the action of fire. Several other tumuli are also .found on the same hill.
There 1s another curions stone, discovered in 1860, on a hill over looking
Coldmartin Longh, with a rough, broken and jagged surface, on which
thirteen figures are traceablo — some pear-shaped, with two and three
grooves issuing from the circles. Mr. Tate conteuds that the rugged,
irregular, and steeply sloping surfaces of this rock and of that at High
Chesters, completely dissipat e tho faney entertained by some, that the
sculptures were used for games, since no games could be played on such
uneven and inclined surfaces. " This assemblage of inscriptions at first sight
appeared exceptional, as to their associations ; but further research has
shown, not only that they are near to ancient graves, but also not far distant
from ancient British camps. On the north side of the hill is the Wcetwood
Camp, in which were found a quern made of porphyry, a stone trough,
similar in appearance to the pot querns found in Ireland, and three round
stone balls artificially formed, about 3 inches in diameter, which it has been
supposed were used for some game. More distinctive are the camps found
on the south side of the hill ; no less than five are within a distance of a
quarter to half a mile ; the nearest is a large double camp ; the others are
very simple in form, being cireular and formed of a single rampart of stone,
earth and sods ; the rampier of the Fowberry Camp, which is small, has a
thickness of 9 feet. Near to one of thése camps are traces of several hut
eircles, showing that there had been one or more ancient British villages on
the slope of the hill." * On Chatton Law, four miles from Whitsunbank,
where are the remains of an ancient British Camp of about half an acre in
extent, 1s asandstone rock, on which in 1859 Mr. H. Mac Lauchland
discovered inseribed stones. Within the camp is one of the engraved stones,
containing six figures of the common type, but outside — some 200 yards
east ward — a large mass of sandstone has been discovered abounding in
sculptures, some of which are remarkably large. One is 36 inches in
diameter, and composed of seven coneentrie rings with a peeuliar curved
crown at the top. " From its central hollow, issues a long wavy groove
which had linked together other forms now obliterated ; * Tate on
Sculptured Rocks. Univ Cal if - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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18 ROCK-MARKINGS IN NORTHUMBERLAND. one,
however, still remaining of four concentric circles attached to the groove by
a branch. Those who fancy that these inscriptions symbolise the progress of
life, might imagine the smaller circles to be germinations from the larger ;
similarly as life among zoophytes is generated by buds or gemmules issuing
from the old parents." * In the vicinity is also a concentric oval, with two
grooves proceeding from the outer figure. The Law is surrounded by
ancient British remains, no less than six other camps, very ancient indeed,
can be seen, and near one of them a bronze leaf-shaped sword was found. #
Tate Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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CHAPTER III. Rock Marhings in Yorkshire. ILKLEY m
Yorkshire is one of the most conspieuous of British localities for curious
and interesting rock markings, a few of which. we now proceed to describe.
The town occupies the site of the Roman station of Olicana, on the banks of
the river Wharfe. Behind the town 1s Rumbold's Moor, a wilderness of rock
and heather, part of which 1s 1322 feet above the level of the sea. Below this
moor extend some four or five miles of rngged cliffs in a direction nearly
due east and west ; hére most of the sculptured rocks are fonnd, at heights
varying from 800 to 1,000 feet above sea level. It has been said that in
studying theése inscriptions, the grandeur of the scenery about Wharfedale
should always be borne in mind, " the cuttings perhaps having been
connected with religious observances, of which Nature worship formed a
part." "The geological formation of the district is millstone grit, cropping up
from the surrounding heath in huge rocks, blackened by age, and assuming
ail kinds of strange weird shapes, which, when seen from a distance through
the mists so common on thése moors, are well calculated to inspire the
superstitious with awe, even in the prosaic nineteenth century. Some of the
names of the rocks are remarkable, and deserve notice ; for instance, the
Xoon Stone, the Sepulchral Stone, the Doublers, etc." Here we find a good
many interesting spécimens of incised rocks, to a few of which we may
make brief allusion. Near what 1s called the Panorama Rock, a mile south-
west of Ilkley, and from the summit of which, 800 feet above the sea level,
a splendid view of the surrounding country can be obtained, are several of
the finest spécimens of the sculptured stones. For years these had been
covered up completely with turf, and it was not till this had been cleared
away, that the inscriptions, which owed their préservation to this agency,
were brought to light. One stone measures 10 feet by 7 feet, and is almost
entirely embedded in the ground where it lies. It is marked with twenty-nve
cups, eighteen of which are surrounded with concentric rings, varying from
one to five in number. The rings are intersected and joined together by some
ladder shaped grooves of so remarkable a character, that Mr. Allen says
Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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20 ROCK MARKINGS IN YOUKSHIRE. lie does not think this
peculiar type of carving occurs anywhere clse besides near Ilkley. Another
stone measures 15 ft. by 12 ft, and supports a sm aller one of triangular
shape, 6 ft. by 4 ft. They are both carved with cups and rings, but exposnre
to the atmosphere has caused considérable damage to the markings. The
upper stone has eleven cups, two of which are surrounded by single rings,
and the under stone has forty-two cups, nine of which have rings. A third
stone measuring 10 ft. by 9 ft., has twenty-seven cups, fourteen of which
have concentric rings around thcm. Some other stones in the neighbourhood
have cnp marks without rings. Amongst the forty-two cups on the stone
mentioned above are sbme unusually fine examples, one oval cup being
five inches by four inches, surrounded by two rings, the diameter of the
outer ring being one foot three inches. A mile south-east of Ilkley railway
station, are the Cow and Calf Rocks, two enormous masses of grit-stone,
which have fallen from the cliffs above. Near thése rocks a part of the cliff
has a group of twenty-five cups, of diameters varying from 1 to 3 inches.
Seven of the cups have around them incomplete rings, and many are
connected by an arrangement of grooves. The rock is very hard, and the
cuttings are extremely rude and imperfect in their exécution. Higher up the
moor, south of the Cow and Calf Rocks, near the Pancake Ridge, is an
extensive mass of grit stone, 15 ft. long, by 11 ft. G in. broad, by 5 ft. G in.
high, on which are eut between 40 and 50 cups, some of which are
surrounded by single concentric rings, but there are no Connecting grooves.
Near the Ilkley Baths — about the eighth of a mile south-west, is a stone 7
ft. G in. long by G ft. broad and 2 ft. high, on which are marked 13 cups, 6
of which are surrounded by rings. Near Graining's Head, a mile and a
quarter south of Ilkley, is a large block of grit-stone, 12 ft by 7 ft. G in. by 4
ft.: on this are carved about fifty cups, sixteen of which are surrounded with
single concentric rings, and herc 1s one of the very few instances in which
cup and ring marks are found on the vertical surface of a rock. Near the
Addingham high moor, by the valley of the Wharfe, is a large block of stone
19 ft. long, by 7 ft. broad, by 4 ft. G in. thick, of considérable interest and
celebrity, owing to the rcsemblance of its markings to those on the stone at
Tossenc, on the coast of Sweden, as wc have described elsewhere in our
notice of Holmbcrg's S/candimvien'sIlallriitnmffar..
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ROCK MARKINGS IN YOHKSHIRE. 21 There is auother of
thése stones near Addingham Crag, on which are eut twenty-three cups.
Three years after Mr. J. R. Allen had brought under the notice of the British
Archeeological Association his interesting notes upon the sculpturcd rocks
of Ilkley, he again communicated with that body, and in a paper read in
March, 1882, supplied a mimber of further particulars illtistrative of the
same locality. Amongst those he then mentioned were the Doubler Stones,
situated on Rumbold's Moor, three miles south-sonth-west of Ilkley, and
two miles east of Silsden. " These rocks/' ho says, "are by far the most
remarkable freaks of nature to be seen in the district. They occupy a
prominent position, perched on the extremity of a rocky knoll which juts
out into the valley ; and as seen frombelow, with their weird forrns standing
out clear and sharp against the back-ground of blue sky, they présent so
extraordinary an appearanee that they would at once attract the attention of
even the most unobsei'vant. In génerai outline they resemble gigantic
toadstools ; and I présume that they are called the Doubler Stones from the
fact of their shapes being almost identical. They may be appropriately
described as Naturel twins. The upper surface of the cap of one of theése
stones has three large basin-shaped cavities in it. Two of thése lie along the
central axis of the stone, and measure respectively 1 ft. 3 in. by 2 ft. 9 in.
deep, and 1 ft. 9 in. by 1 ft. 3 in. by 9 in. deep. They are nnited by a deep
groove, a continuation of which runs out over the edge of the stone at each
end. There is another basin lying to the west side of the two central ones,
with one of which it is connected by grooves. It measures 2 ft. by 1 ft. 9 in.
and 1s 9 in. deep. There is no direct évidence that thése basins are artificial ;
but it is qui te possible that they may bave been so originally, and have been
enlarged by natural agencies. But in addition to the basins, are twenty-six
cup markings of distinctly artificial origin. They vary in diameter from 2 to
4 in. One group of cups appears to be arranged in a séries of parallel rows.
The othcr stone lias no basins on its upper surface, but eight cup markings
can be counted." Near Piper's Crag is a rock surface in a horizontal position
on a portion of which, 7 ft by 5 ft, are found 15 cups of 2 and 3 in. diameter.
One is surrounded by a single ring, four by a double ring, and one by a
triple ring. There is also the stone on Weary Hill, about a mile south-wesfc
of Ilkley, a boulder of grit-stone, measuring 8 ft. by 5 ft. It bears on its



upper surface ten cups, varying from 2 to 3 in. In the llniv Calif - Digitized
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22 ROCK MARKINGS IS YORKSHIRE. same neighbourhood is
the " Neb Stone," which is also cupmarked. The Pancake Ridge has been
alluded to ou another page, a mile and a half south-east of llkley, south of
the clebrated Ben Rhyddjng Hydropathic Establishment. On the top of the
cliff is the large flat grit-stone slab, called from its peculiar shape the "
Pancake Rock." Mr. Allen says, " On its npper surface are severai cup
markings much obliterated by the action of the weather, but some of them
sufficiently distinct to prove their origin artificial, and to show that this rock
was noticed in ancient times, and very possibly considered an object either
of worship or superstition. About 150 yards to the west of this Pancake
Rock, close to the edge of the cliff, and at a level of 1,010 fect above the
sea, 1s a piece of grit-stone, measuring 5 ft. 3 in. by 5 ft., and 1 ft. 9 in. high.
On its upper surface, which is nearly horizontal, are carved thirteen cups,
varying in diameter from 2 to 2” in., eleven of which are surrounded by
rings. There is also an ¢élaborat e arrangement of Connecting grooves. There
are also some other stones at the foot of Green Crag, and elsewhere, marked
with cups, rings, and grooves as those already described." In the summer of
1879, Mr. C. W, Dymond, of the British Arclueological Association, while
rambling over the moors of Yoi'kshire, discovered on that part of Rumbold's
Moor called Burley Moor, a stone marked with what he describes as a very
striking group of cups, and which he is of opinion h ad hitherto escaped
observation. It lay alone near the foot of a steep slope, a few minutes walk
from the ruins of a small stone circle, which crowns the crest of thepass
leading south-south-east from llkley to Eldwick, and just a mile and a
quarter from the first. The stone is 9 ft. 6 in, in length, 6 ft. 3 in. in breadth,
and about 2 ft. in thickuess. Upon it were found a number of small cups,
which, Mr. Dymond observed could easily be executed by oue sitting on
that part of the stone which is to the north-west of them. " They assume tlie
form of a band of coupled cups crossing an irregular and incompleéte ring of
the same, outside which are two small detached groups of four. The whole
design seems to belong to that order of cup markings which appear to be
arrangée! with some regai'd to regnlarity," " The first impression conveyed
to my mind," says Mr, Dymond, ** was that hére we may have a rude
attemptto pourtray the starry heavens spanned by the galaxy ; and that the
ou tlying groups may have been intended to represent two of the



constellations — perhaps Orion, and another not so easily identified. Nor
have farther reUniv Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®



The text on this page is estimated to be only 20.42% accurate

ROCK MARKINGS IN YORKSUtRE. 23 flexion and inquiry yet
suggested a better hypothesis. The relative positions of the cups do not
appear generally to correspond with those of cliief stars in the visible
firmament : nor is it likely that these would be thns mapped witb any
approach to correetness, when observations, nnless retained in the memory,
mnst needs be recorded on the stone in the darkness of the night. The key to
the meaning of this, as well as of ail other sxich engravings in tho same
district, is the more likely to be found as they are studied together ; and thus
the discovery of one with new characteristics may possibly throw additional
light on this obscure subject. Many parallel instances of the wide spread use
of such devices, particularly in ancient tiines, have been referred to by Mr.
J. R. Allen in bis compact and valuable paper on the Ilkley rock sculptures \
and indeed, one can hardly open an illustrated book descriptive of the art of
a remote past, without finding examples of ornament having mucli
resemblance to, if not identity with thése, and strongly stiggesting that they
had a common origin/' Some months after communieating the above to the
British Archreological Association, Mr. Dymond wrote : — " Since niy
paper on this subject (cup markings on Burley Moor)was published, Mr. J.
F. Nichols, of Bristol, lias written to me, remarking that he detects in the
group of cups, viewed from the indicated point, the outline of a duck or
goose. The resemblance had also struck me ; but not being able to call to
my mind any instance in which the artist of the rude stonc times had
represented animal or other object forms in dotted outline, I concluded that
the likeness to a bird, though very remarkable, was only accidentai. But
now, as another antiquary has independently noted thé similitude, and is
disposed to accept it as the key to the draughtsman's meaning, it may be
wecll to throw the suggestion before others," In Mr. Ord's History and
Antiquities of Cleveland we have an interesting account of the opening of
two fine tunmli on Bernaldby Moor, near Eston Nab, in the month of
November, 1843. The opening of tumulus number two is thus described : —
" Although precisely similar in external form and dimensions to its
vénérable neighbour, in ail internai features it was essentially différent.
Brown or black loamy eartb, fine and powdery, mixed with masses of pure
ehareoal in dense layers, seemingly of oak, small red burut stones, and
portions of human bones,were alternately thrown up by the workmen, and



in this manner our labours progresscd till dusk. In this case the men
reversed their mode of proceeding,digging a tunnel shaped passage direct
cast and west through the centre of the tuUniv Calif - Digitized by
Microsoft ®
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24 ROCK 31AUKINGS IN YORKSHIIUT. mulus. We had now
gone througli the middle line, and were about to relinquish the task in
despair, when a lad who was plying vigorously with his spade, cried out, *
Dom it, here's a bit 0* carved stean ! ' and was on the point of aiming a final
et tu Brute blow at the precious relie, when the narrator leaped down, and
arrested the fatal stroke. On exaniining the place, I found the outline of a
noble urn-shaped vessel, standing upright, covered with a large shield
shaped stone, curiously carved in the interior with some metallic
instrnment, representing, as I conceived, either a rade armoriai bearing, or a
religions device. With great care, and some difficulty, I worked round the
urn with a knife, detaching it gradnally from the adjacent mould, and
having at length fairly disengaged it from the surrounding mass, hcld it aloft
to the delighted assemblage, who hailed the long expected sarcophagus with
acclamations. " The largest circumference of the urn 1s 40 inches, the
circumference of the top, 36 inches, height from the base to the rim, 13
inches, from the rim to the top, 3J inches. Inside wo found a quanti ty of
calcined bones, comprising portions of the frontal, temporal, and pariétal
bones, etc., besides a great many teeth in a remarkable state of préservation.
" That thése barrows were the tombs of men eminent for lofty station, or
distinguished valour, is apparent from the enormous labour and elaborate
design of their formation ; and their near proximity to the celebrated camp
at Eston Nab, 1s additional testimony. That they were Britons is clear from
the structure and rude finish of the lid of the urn, of the urn itself, and the
composition of the tumuli. The statements of Camden, of Sir Richard Coit
Hoare, and Mr. Gage, are quite satisfactory as to their British Origin, Nor
less authoritative is the décision of Dr. Young, the historian of Whitby, who
says : — | It is certain, by far the greater part of our houes have been raised
by the ancient Britons, both because there is no other people to whom they
can be asciibed, and because they are found in connection with other
antiquities cvidently British. They arc the tombs of our rude, but warlike
ancestors ; and many of them must bave been erected at the distance of
more than two thousand years.' "The markings on the above stone are
ccrtainly very remarkable, and seem to defy ail attempts at explanation.
With tho exception oftwo (whicli are parallel) the grooves eut in tins stone



forni angles, acute or obtuse, somewhat of a zigzag pattern." Univ Calif -
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CHAPTER IV Rock Markings in Ireland, AWRITER in the
KilkemvyArchaxilogical Journal (Mr. F.Wakenian) remarkcd a few years
ago that it was not too much to say that ail ovcr Ireland could be seen
archaic rock markings, tho charactcr and intention of which antiquaries
have not yet fathomed. Irish examples he described as consisting of two
leading varieties, viz.: — (1) Circular hollows, more or less dcep, and of a
diameter varying in différent instances from about 1 ft. 4 in. to 1 in.,
sometimes found singly, but more usually in groups, and not unfrequently
accompanied by incised lines of considérable depth. (2) " Scorings " in
wonderful variety, such as are found on the walls of sepulchral canis, as at
Dowth, and JNTewgrange, near Drogheda, at Sliabh-na-Caillighe, Co.
Meath, and in the lettered caves of Knockmore, Co. Fermanagh, often
comprising characters well formed, carefully eut or punched on the rock or
stone, and presenting the appearance of an inscription legible to ail who
might possess the necessary key. With regard to Fermanagh, Mr. Wakeman
states that ail the cup hollows and other markings which he has observed,
bave been executed upon hard red sandstone, and that in almost every
instance the indentations of the pick or other instrument by which they were
formed are still distinctly traceable. He affirms that they could not possibly
have any thing to do with geological phenomena, that they are certainly the
work of man ; and in their génerai distribution and constant analogy of
design must bave been executed with some fixed intention, very well
understood at the date of their formation. The Drumnakilly Cup Markings
are found on stones measuring respectively 14 in. by 11 in., and 10 in. by 6
in., and formed part of a floor of a cist containing a very splendid burial
urn, placed mouth downwards, and full of calcined human bones. Two other
cupped stones, supporting unis, were found in the samc cemetery. Ail the
hollows, Mr. "Wakeman asserts, are the work of man, and exhibit the marks
of the pick by winch they were fashioncd; he states also that he believes
theése présent the only instance on reUniv Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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26 ROCK MARKIN'GS IN IRELAN)J). cord of a proved
connexion between thése cup markings and primitive sepulchral rites. In the
townland of Killibeg, Co. Fermanagh, about three miles from the village of
Garrison, are several " Giants' Graves," or " Druids' Altars," as they are
sometimes called, ail of which have been robbed of their covering 'stones ;
also a mimber of Dallans bearing no inscriptions. One of these, however,
called Fion Mac Cambhars finger-stone, is said to bear ail the appearance of
being a primitive monument. The material is red sand-stone, and it now
stands above gronnd 22 in., its breath being 22”- in. at the widest part. This
stone has three artificial dépressions, one 3 j inches in diameter, another 4
in., and the third a trifle smaller, and is supposed to have some connexion
with St. Aidan, but the tradition has been almost entirely lost. At Drumlion,
a mile and a quarter from Enniskillen on the road to Ballyshannon, lies
partly buried in the snnd, a very fine spécimen of these cup-marked stones.
About 3 ft. 3 in. by 4 ft. 2 in. are above the ground, and upon the surface are
twelve cups, each about 3 in. in diameter, and of varying depths. Mr.
Wakeman, fearing that this stone might be used by the country folk for
some gateway or paving purpose, begged it of the owners of the land on
which it was found, andthen presented it to the Muséum of the Royal Irish
Academy, where it may now be seen. He describes the cups as most
certainly artificial. Passing on to the townland of Kyfad, at least six large
blocks of sandstone are found, fivo of which are cup marked ; four out of
the five have concentric rings in addition to the cups. AH who have taken
the trouble to make any enquiries into the matter we are now discussing,
must have been struck again and again with the plentiful number of these
inscribed rocks, to be found in almost every quarter of the globe : it is more
than probable that they were once still more nuinerous, for it is positively
known that in many localities they have eitlier been broken up to mend the
roads, or have been utilised in various ways for building and other
purposes. One of these stones at Ityfad had been severcly maltreated by
certain persons who were anxious to ascertain to what pi-actical use their
material could be applied. According to the account given of this attempt by
an eye-witness, the stone was so hard tliat the cliisels instead of penetrating
it, " hopped off like shot "; it is said also that the mysterious markings



rouscd the superstitions fears of the despoilers, and induced them the more
readily to abandon their attempts. Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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ROCK MARKINGS IN IRELAND. 27 Soine years ago when the
subject of rock markings was comparativcly ncw to the public, Dean
Graves (afterwards Bishop of Limerick) made a communication of
considérable interest to the Royal Irish Academy, of which lie was then
Président, and which was deemed of sufficient importance to reprint in the
Journal of the Kilkenny Archreologtcal Society. He tells us that his
attention was first directed to them by the late Mr. Richard Hitchcock, who
in the year 1848, had made some drawings of certain rocks hc had lately
met with in Ircland, when searching under Dean Graves's direction for
Ogham inscriptions in the county of Kerry. In 1851, the Dean saw those
monuments himself. He says : — " In that year, in company with the Earl of
Dunraven, I traversed a great part of Kerry, with tho view of examining ail
the Ogham inscriptions of whose existence I had been informed, and in the
hope of discovering others. 1 had then, in the course of a minute and
leisurely survey, opportunitics of observing the objects of antiquarian
interest, which abound in that picturesque and primitive région. After
visiting the very remarkable structure named Staiguc Fort, ncar "West-covc,
on the Kenmare river, wc were led by Mr. Jermyn, of Oastle Cove Housc, to
see an inscribed rock, about a mile to the south of the rock, and close to
Staiguc bridge. He informée! us that a large portion of the rock having been
stripped about forty years beforc of the turf by which it had been covered to
a depth of threc or four feet, was found to bc inscribed with circles, single
and conccentric, shallow circulai* hollows, small dots and lincs. The
information previously supplied by Mr. Hitchcock, préparée! us for what
we were to sec. Nevcrtheless, we were surprised when the vast exteut of
surface covered by theése strange markings was presented to our view ; and
we could not help wondering that so curious an object should have excited
so little attention. Our first task was to makc a heel-ball rubbing of the
portion of the rock covered by the most remarkable group of circles. We
then made a complete map of the whole rock, and roughly laid down the
positions of the outlying circles and lincs. Tins map shews that the incised
lines and circles occupy a space of many square yards. The rock itself is of
the coarse slate which prevails in the snrronnding district, the portion on
which the inscriptions occur presenting a very irrcgular surface. The incised
lines are from one quarter to one third of an inch deep, and from half to



three-quarters of an inch broad. They are rudcly exeented, and appear to
have been formed by repeated vertical blows, and not by means of a cutting
tool held obliquely, Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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28 ROCK MARKINGS IN IRELAND. aud driveu by a mallet.
This mode of exécution characterises ail the most ancient inscriptions
which I havc seen in Ireland ; sucb, for instance, as the spiral lines and other
patterns on the walls and roofs of the chambers in the mound of New
Grange, and the strokes in the oldest Oghams. The circular hollows arc, in
génerai, about two inches in diameter, and vary in depth from half an inch
to an inch. " In the hope of discovering other markings of the same kind, we
procured the assistance of sonie labourers, and stripped a portion of the rock
at a considérable distance from the principal group of circles. This
experiment was successful. It led to the discovery of three circles, which
had previously been covered by turf three feet in thickness. These latter
appeared better preserved than some of those traced on the already cxposed
parts of the stone. " The inscriptions of this kind which I have next to
mention were discovered by Lord Dunraven and myself, near Ballynasane
bridge, about six miles to the east of Dingle. They are two in number, and
like those at Staigue bridge, are eut upon the surface of the natural rock.
They présent, however, distinctive features which deserve notice. Whilst ail
the circles on the rock at Staigue are perfect, scveral of those at Ballynasane
are incomplete. Sometimes a short and slightly cnrved line, drawn from a
small hollow outside the circle to the central cup, passes through the open
part of the circumference. More frequently, this line stops short just as it
reaches the break in the circle. The inscriptions which remain to be noticed
are distinguished by the circumstancc that they arc found on detached
stones, of différent sizes. The most rcmarkable of them was discovered by
Mr. Hitchcock in 1848, at Aghacarrible, not far from Ballynasane. It is eut
on a large stone, which appears to havc formerly stood erect, but which now
rests in an oblique position, leaning against, and partly imbedded in, a
fence. [The markings on this stone are nearly ail a séries of concentric rings
suiTO1uiding a central cup.] "It is deserving of notice, that in the immédiate
neighbourhood are many ancient remains of various kinds — standing
stones, forts, and caves. In one of the latter arc three Ogham inscriptions,
and two incised crosses of a peculiar and primitive form* "In the
nciglibouring townland of Gowlane, Mr. Hitchcock found three stones. Ail
of these are of a similar character, viz , concentric rings surrounding cups.



"In 1854, the rector of the parish of Kilcrohauc, county of Kerry, Univ Calif
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ROCK MARKINGS IN IRELAND. 29 informée! me of the
existence of one of thése inscribed atones at Tullakeel, about two miles
from Sncem. The monument is a large stone, forming part of a modéra
fenec. The principal inscriptions upon it are on its south face. [These consist
of a number of cups, some surrounded by one ring, others by sevcral, and
nearly ail are connected by a largo number of grooves.] " Not far from
Staiguc bridge, built into a fence, and close to the ruins of a stone fort, Mr.
Hitchcock found a stone exhibiting two circics with some small shallow
round holes. Of this stone one may say with certainty that the inscription
was eut upon it when it had its présent sizo and form. It is rounded and
water-worn, and clearly not a fragment of a larger inscribed stone or rock."
Until the year 1864, very little comparatively was known to antiquaries of
carved megalithic chambers, then, however, further information of a most
important character suddenly reached the archoeological world. In the pages
of tho Meath Herald for October 21st, 1865, appeared a ietter from Mr. G.
V. Du Noyer, a constant fellow worker with Mr. E. A. Conwell, of Trim, a
member both of the Royal Irish Academy and of the Kilkenny
Archseological Society, to whom is said to be entirely due tho merit of the
discoveries related ; the Ietter was thought of sufficient importance to bo
republishecl in tho folio wing number of the paper, in response to a warmly
expresscd request for the samc. It said : — " Slieve-na-Caillighc, or tho Hill
of the Hag or AVitch, comprises the range of hills, which attain to nearly
1,000 feet in height, overlooking the demesne of Loughcrew and the plains
of Clonabreany from the north, and the valley of tho river Blackwatcr, for
tho distance of about six miles to the east of Oldcastle, from the south. The
ridge cousists of threo well defined summits, the most westerly bcing
known as Cairn Banc. These summits are occupied by groups of ancien t
Celtic Pagan scpulchral cairns, each containing chambers formed by large
flags set on edge and rough pillar stones, principally of sandstone and
calcareous grit. Originally each of thése was roofed in by large slates of dry
masonry, the stones overlapping each other till a rude bee-hive-formed
chamber was constructecl, the dome being closed in by a single flagstone.
Access to these chambers was by a narrow passage, roofed with flat.stones,
and usually facing to the east. When the dome and passage were completed,
the whole was covered up so as to form a large conical mound of broken



stones, around the outer base of which rows of large flags were placcd on
end, thus forming a rude pyramid, visible for miles around.
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30 ROCK MARKINGS IN IRELAND. "During the early part of
last year the attention of Eugéne Conwell, Esq., of Trim, was directed to
theése cairns ; accordingly, at the expenditure of much private time, and of
labour that a less energetic person would have shrunk from, lie explored the
mountain, and kindly reported to me that he had discovered a Celtic
necropolis in the county of Meath. After many days spent in almost unaided
researches in two of the cairns whose chambers had been exposed, Mr.
Conwell suceeeded in making rubbings of nineteen carved stones, and
rough plans of the varions groups of cairns on the three summits \ with
thése materials in hand, he read papers on the subject before the Koyal Irish
Academy in May and November, 1864, parts of which were published in
their ' Proceedings ' ; and thus the interesting discovery he had made,
became generally known to the archeeological world. " With an enthusiasm
that deserves ail praise, Mr. Conwell, not satisfied with the partial
exploration of what he then knew to be a mine of pre-historic antiquarian
wealth, brought the matter prominently before the lord of the soil, James
Lennox Naper, Esq., of Loughcrew; and he found no clifricultyin enlisting
the enlightcncd sentiments of that gentleman to bring to its proper
conclusion the work thus happily begun, by a systematic exploration of
every tumulus on the range of Slieve-na-Caillighe, Mr. Naper's agent,
Charles W. Hamilton, Esq., — a gentleman well known to science — was at
once communicated with, and the work of exploration was shortly
afterwards commenced. In the month of August last, Mr. Hamilton, Mr.
Conwell, and myself, visited the place, and with Mr. Naper a plan of
opérations was decided on. In the following month Mr. Conwell undertook
to inspect as many men as Mr. Naper wTould supply for the work, and see
that the cairns were carefully opened, the contents of the central chambers
cleared out, and any relies of antiquity which they might contain, seenred. "
British Archaeologists owe their thanks to Mr. Naper for giving such
material aid to the interesting work now so admirably completed ) and — I
write it adviscdly — the antiquarian tourist may now study a séries of Celtic
sepulchral remains, which in point of magnificence, number, and quaint
ornamentation, surpass anything of the kind as yet discovered in Western
Europe. " In plan, the chambers are for the most part cruciform, the shaft
representing the entrance passage, and the termination of the anus, the small



cists, from four to five feet square, arranged around the central chamber,
which in one instance (at the Chair cairn) 1s ocUniv Calif - Digitized by
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ROCK MARKIXGS IN IRELAND. 31 tagonal. Almost
invariably the mouth of the passage faces from E. to E.S.E., and its position
is marked by onc or more large flagstoncs, placed at the outer periphciy of
the circle, in such a way as to eut off a portion of it — a peculiarity of
structure which was first noticed by Mr. Conwell. " The strange style of
ornamentation observable on many of the chambers or cists is apparently of
threc kinds — punched work, chisclled work, and scraped work (the first
being the most common, and the last very unusual) ; and though the carved
stones exceed onc hundred in number, there are not two décorations alike. "
In the cists which have been long exposed to the destruction of the
atmosphere, the punched or other workismuch obliterated ; but in those
lately opened the ornamentations are as fresh as at the hour the rude Celt
departed with superstitious awe from the gloomy death chamber of his chief
or king, and thanked his deity that the work was done with ail honour to the
mighty dead, and praise to the skilful architect and cunning sculptor. " The
ornamentation may be thus described : — Small circles, with or without a
central dot ; two or many more concentric circlcs ; a small circle with a
central dot, surrounded by a spiral line ; the single spiral ; the double spiral,
or two spirals starting from différent centres ; rows of small lozenges and
ovals ; stars of six to thirteen rays ; wheels of nine rays ; flower ornaments,
sometimes cnclosed in a circle or wide oval ; wave-like lines ; groups of
lunetshaped lines ; pothooks ; small squares attached to each other side by
side, so as to form a reticulated pattern ; small attached concentric circles ;
large and small hollows ; a cup hollow surrounded by une or more circles ;
lozenges crossed from angle to angle (thése and the squares produced by
scrapings) ; an ornament like the spine of a fish with the ribs attached, or
the fibre System of some Icaf ; short equi-armed crosses starting sometimes
from a dot and small circle ; a circle with rays round it, and the whole
containcd in a circle ; a séries of compressed semi-circles like the letters
XIflfl inverted ; vertical lines far apart, with ribs sloping downwards from
them liketwigs ; an ornament like the fibre system of abroad Icaf, with the
stem attached ¢ rude concentric circles with short rays extencling from part
of the. outer one ; an ornament very like the simple Greek fret, with dots in
the centre of the loop ; five zigzag lines, and two parallel lines, on each of
which, and pointing towards each other, is a séries of concs ornamented by



lines radiating from the apex, crossed by others parallel to the base — tins
design, lias been produced by scraping, and I propose to call it, the Patella
Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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32 ROCK MARKINGS IN IRELAND. ornament, as it strikingly
resembles the large species of that shell so common on our coasts, and
winch shell Mr. Conwell discovered in numbcrs in some of the cists, in
connexion with fragments of pottery and human bon es ; a semicirclc with
three or four straight lines proceeding from it, but not touching it ; a dot
with several lines radiating from it ; combinations of short straight lines
arrangea either at right angles to, or sloping from, a central line ; an co
shaped curve, each loop enclosing concentric circles ; and a vast number of
other combinations of the circle, spiral, line and dot, which cannot be
described in writing. " Whcen décorative carving such as I have described is
attempted by any semicivilized people, as the buildcrs of thése sepulchral
cairns must have been, we naturally expect to find amongst it somo
représentations of objects commonly known or familiar to tho builders, as
well as indications of their particular kind of worship, — and, if they had a
written language, some of its letters : with this idea in view, I have drawn
and studied ail the carvings in question ; and I think, if we allow a little play
to our imagination, without asserting anything as positive, and willing at
once to admit that mere probability is the strongest reason we can adduce
for our suppositions, that, with référence to the objectof their worship, we
may regard the carving described as a circle, surrounded by short rays and
enclosed 1in a circle, as representing the sun ; the flowerlike ornament, also
enclosed either in a circle or oval, pourtraying the moon ; whilst the
numerous dots and hollows, more or less deep, indicated the stars ; for I
should hesitate to suppose that the figure by which we now symbolize a star
was used by the rude Celtco of Pagan Ireland with the same signification as
it had amongst the early Christians. To this ornament therefore, we must
attach some other meaning. " It is remarkablc that one of the groups of
small hollows very closely resembles the constellation of the Plough — the
similitude to which would bc perfect if we omit one dot in the centre of
what wonld be the southern side of the constellation, and suppose that the
most westerly star was placed much too far to the north. " In ail rude Pagan
nations we must expect that their religion would consist of two great
¢léments, viz., the spiritual and the sensual ; and therefore, I was not
surprised to find amongst thése carvings wbat may possibly be emblems of
Priapian import. With regard to letters, I find what I believe are short



Oghamic inscriptions ; and this is a point the détermination of which is of
the utmost importance, for up to the présent the Ogham letter has been
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ROCK MARKIXGS IN IRELAND. 33 rcgarded as early
Christian, whilc its occurrence here proves it to bo Pagan. With référence to
eommon objects, it is possible wc may liave the représentation of the
landing of a boat, with high poop and stern, against a elifF; thc water is
expressed by shallow scollopcd lines, and the cliff by a single line passing
beneatli the scollops, and rising up in front of the boat. " Anothcr figure is
like a deep. wicker work-basket, with two slendcr handles, each ending in a
loop ; and another figure, which consista of a séries of concentric lines,
forming about two thirds of thc circle, and partially enclosing a small oval
of two lines, would not inaptly represent an ancient wooden shicld, like that
preserved in thc Muséum of the lloyal Irish Academy, the small oval being
the raised conical boss, while the concentric lines were the alternate
concentric ridges and grooves with which the shield is ornamented. "
Another group of lunet-shaped lines might well be supposedto represent
one of those gold torque or collar-like omaments which are also in the
Muséum of thc Academy. Another figure might bc likened to a two-whceled
chariot, with a semi-circular hood over it. " I cannot detect the form of
anything like a weapon, unless wc suppose those small diamond patterns
represent spears and arrow heads. " With regard to the objects of high
antiquarian interest which Mr. Conwcll found during the . course of his
excavations, I shall leave them to him to describe — my object in putting
together thése remarks being a simple cxplanation of a most rcmarkable
class of Celtic remains, the events which led to their discovery and
exploration, and tho part which I was fortunately cnabled to take in thc
work. " It is worthy of remark that some of the ancient British earvings on
natural rock surfaces in Northumberland and the Eastern borders are
preciscly similar to some of those discovered at Slienena-Caillighc ; for
example, the dot and circle, the incomplete concentric oval, the horse-shoe
ornament, the simple dot, the jQ shaped character, and several others." In
the summer of the year 1864, Mr. George Du Noyer, Geologist, while
making an examination of the district east of Oldcastlc, in thc county of
Mcath, discovered some examples of earving on a natural rock surface,
which hc described as unique in the East of Ireland, so far as information
then went. Thcy were found on thc glacialized surface of an inclined bed of
lower Siluriau grit, Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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34 ROCK MARKINGS IN IRE L AND. near the summit of
Ryefield Hill, in the townlandof Ballydorragh , county Cavan, one mile and
a half to the north of the Virginia Eoad station, on the Meath railway. "The
marking are ail produced by simple scraping with a saw-like motion ; and
some of them, if not ail, must have been formed by a métal instrument. The
figures most commonly represented are detached straight-armed crosses ;
but not unfrequently thése are so grouped or clustered together as to forai a
network of lines crossing in every direction ; in two instances these crosses
are inclosed in four lines, or rather an oblong rectangular figure is crossed
from angle to angle ; sometimes a single line is crossed by two smaller lines
near each other, and again one arm of the cross is terminated by a short
blunt line, or an arrow headed dépression ; ail these markings, from the
mode of their construction, are deeper at the central portion of the lines than
at the extremities, which fine offi " Some of the crosses had a fresh look, as
if but recently scraped ; but the majority of them were either partially or
totally concealed by a thick coating of lichen, the growth of many centuries,
and they had to be carefully cleaned before their forms couid be
determined." Besides the scrapings thus described other markings wero
found, evidently produced by chiselliiig, and quite sharp in their outlines.
Ail the information which the ereoloffist was able to obtain in the
neighbourhood was that they were the work of fairies on state nights, such
as St. John's Eve. Mr. Du Noyer ventured to suggest that the children who
used this stone as a playground, might have made thése crosses for their
amusement ; this, however, was at once repudiated, though it was admitted
the stone was often used as a slide by the young people who frequented the
local ity. Two years after making the above discovery, Mr. Du Noyer was
again " fortunate enough," to use his own words, to discover some other
remarkable markings produced by scraping and punching on a natural rock
surface, 350 yards N.N.E. of Calliagh Dirra's House, Townland of Paddock,
Co. Louth. These markings are in many respects similar to those on the
rocks of Cavan, already described, but they differ in some particulars, some
of them being of quite a llunic character, and from their being covered with
a thick coating of lichen, evidently of the remotest antiquity. Two of these
deviecs arc described as resembling the Roman letters P I; yet this
rcsemblance is in Mr. Du Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®
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ROCK MARKING3 IN IRELAND. 35 Noyer* s opinion
accidentai ; just as some of the de vices froni the megalithio chambers of
Sliene-na-Callighe, and also some of the carved rocks in Sweden, closely
resemble a pair of spectacles, though no one for a moment could think that
they had snch a significance. Mr. Noyer describes the most remarkable of
the devices on this rock as a cross of eight arms, resting on a short flat
pedestal. e If this latter feature were removed, we have a close resemblance
to the Rmiie letter H ; the mark which resembles the letter P is very similar
to the rune of the same significance ; and the small simple cross, the upriglit
arm being the longer, is quite like the Runic letter E.' In the Dublin
E