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MILTON. The Personal beauty of Milton bas given occasion to a
little romantic story, which is pleasing to the imagination. As the youthfid
bard was asleep under a tree, an Italian lady, accidentally passing near the
place, was struck with bis channs, and aligbted from ber carriage to
contempFate them. After gratifying ber curiosity, and feeding ber love witb
tbe spectacle, sbe dropped a paper, intimating tbe occurrence and professing
ber passion; and tben, witbdrawing witbout awaking him, sbe proceeded on
ber joumey. This event, as tbe story furtber relates, determined bim to cross
tbe Alps, for tbe purpose of discovering tbe fugitive fair one among the
beauties of Italy. It is unnecessaiy to say that bis searcb was unsuccessful :
but in tbe voice and tbe cbarms of Leonora Baron! be found an ample
compensation for tbe loss of bis imaginary mistress. Sj/mmons's Life of
Milton, B
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1 — 22. PARADISE REGAINED. B. I. ¢ ht'it. Satan intantly
avows himself, and offen an artfal apology for hinutetf and his conduct. Oor
blessed Lord severely rcpria]ansjl8thiiii»



PARADISE REGAINBD. 23—53. From Nazareth the son of
Joseph deem'd To the flood Jordan ; came, as then obscure, Unmark'd,
unknown ; but him the Baptist soon Descried, divinely wam'd, and witness
bore As to his worthier, and would have resign'd To him his heavenly office
; nor was long His witness unconfirm'd : on him baptized Heaven open*d,
and in likeness of a dove The Spirit descended, while the Father's voice
From Heaven pronounced him his beloved Son. That heard the Adversary,
who, roving still About the world, at that assembly famed Would not be last,
and with the voice divine Nigh thunderstruck, the exalted Man, to whom
Such high attest was given, awhile survey'd With wonder : then, with envy
fraught and rage, F]ies to his place, nor rests, but in mid air To council
summons ail his mighty peers, Within thick clouds and dark tenfold
involved, A gloomy consistory ; and them, amidst, With looks aghast and
sad, he thus bespake : O andent Powers of air, and this wide world (For
much more willingly I mention air, This our 0”d conquest, than remember
Hell, Our hated habitation), well ye know How many ages, as the years of
men, This universe we have possess”d, and ruied, In manner at our wiU, the
afiairs of earth, Since Adam and his facile consort Eve Lost Paradise,
deceived by me -, though since With dread attending when that fatal woun”
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MILTON. The Personal beauty of Milton has given occasion to a
little romantic story, which is pleasing to the imagination. As the youthfiQ
bard was asleep under a tree, an Italian lady, accidentally passing near the
place, was struck with his charms, and alighted from her carriage to
contemplate them. After gratifying her curiosity, and feeding her love with
the spectacle, she dropped a paper, intimating the occurrence and professing
her passion; and then, withdrawing without awaking him, she proceeded on
her joumey. This event, as the story further relates, determined him to cross
the Alps, for the purpose of discovering the fugitive fair one among the
beauties of Italy. It is unnecessary to say that his search was unsuccessful :
but in the voice and the charms of Léonora Baron! he found an ample
compensation for the loss of his imaginary mistress. Sj/mmons*5 Life of
Milton.
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2S5 — 264. PARADISE RE6ATNED. U. I. Though men esteem
thee low of parentage, Thy Father is the Etemal King who rules AU Heaven
and Earth, Angels and sons of men ; A messenger from God foretold thy
birth Conceived in me a yirgin ; he foretold. Thon shouldst be great, and ait
on David's throne, And of thy kingdom there should be no end. At thy
nativity, a glorious quire Of Angels, in the fields of Bethlehem, sung To
shepherds, watching at their folds by night, And told them the Messiah now
was born, Where they might see him, and to thee they came, Directed to the
manger where thou lay'st, For in the inn was left no better room : A star, not
seen before, in Heaven appearing, Guided the wise men thither from the
east, To honour thee with incense» myrrh, and gold ; By whose bright
course led on they foond the place, Affirming it thy star, new graven in
Heaven, By which they knew the king of Israél bom. Just Simeon and
prophétie Anna, wam'd By vision, found thee in the temple, and spake,
Before the altar and the vested priest, Like things of thee to ail that présent
stoodif — This having heard, straight I again revolved The Law and
Prophets, searching what was writ Conceming the Messiah, to our scribes
Known partly, and soon fouid, of whom they spake I am ; this chiefly, that
my way must lie Through many a hard assay, even to the death,



PARADISE REGAINED. 265 — 294. Ere I the promised
kingdom caa attain, Or work rédemption for mankind, whose sins' Full
weight must be transferr'd upon my head. Yet, neither thus dishearten'd or
dismay'd, The time prefiz'd I waited ; when behold The Baptist (of whose
birth I oft had heard, Not knew by sight), now corne, who was to corne ;
Before Messiah, and bis way prépare ! 1, as ail others, to bis baptism came,
Which I believed was from above ; but he Straight knew me, and with
loudest voice proclaim'd Me him (for it was shown him so frdm Heaven),
Me him, whose harbinger he was ; and first B.efu8ed on me bis baptism to
confier. As much bis greater, and was hardly won : But, as I rose out of the
laving stream, Heaven open'd her etemal doors, from whenge The Spirit
descended on me like a dove; And last, the sum of ail, my Father's voice,
Audibly heard from Heaven, pronounced me bis, Me bis beloved Son, in
whom alone He was well pleased ; by which I knew the time Now full, that
I no more should lire obscure, But opei” begin, as best becomes, The
authority which I derived from Heaven. And now by some strong motion I
am led Into this wildemess, to what intent I leam not yet ; perhaps I need
not know. For what concems my knowledge Ood rereals. So spake pur
Momingstar, then in bis rise.
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195~— 324. PARADISE REOAINEK B. I. And, looking round,
on every side beheld A pathlesB désert dask with horrid shades ; The vay he
came not having mark'd, retunx Was difficult, by human steps ontrod ; And
he sdll on was led, but with Huch thoughts Accompanied of things past and
to corne Lodged in his breast, as well might reconunend Such solitade
before choicest society. Full forty days he pass'd, whether on hill
Sometimes, anon on shady vale, each night Under the covert of some
ancient oak Or cedar to défend him from the dew, Or harbonr'd in one caTe,
is not reveal'd ; Nor tasted human food, nor hunger felt, Till those days
ended ; hunger'd then at last Among wild beasts : they at his sight grew
mild» Nor sleeping him nor waking harm'd ; his walk The fiery sapent fled
and noxious woim, The lion and fierce tiger glared ak)of. But.now an aged
man in rural weeds, Following, as seem'd the quest of some stray ewe» Or
wither'd sticks to gather, which might serve Against a winter's day, when
winds blow keen, To warm him wet retum'd from field at eve, He saw
japproach, who first with curions eye Perused him, then with woids thus
utter'd spake : Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place So far
from path or road of men, who pass In troop or carayan 1 for single none
Durst ever» who retum*d, and dropp™*d not here
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PARADXSE REGAIN ED. 325"354. His carcass, pined with
hunger and with drougbu I ask the rather, and the more admire, For that to
me tbou seem'st the Man wKom late OuT new baptizing Propbet at tbe fard
Of Jordan honour'd so, and call'd tbee Son Of God : I saw and beard, for we
sometimes Wbo dwell tbis wild, constiain'd by want> corne fortb To town
or village nigb (nigbest 1s far), Wbere augbt we bear, and curions are to bear
Whbat bappens new ; famé aiso finds us out. To wbom tbe Son of God : Wbo
brougbt me hitbec Will bring me bence ; no otber guide I seek. By miracle
be may, replied tbe swain ', Wbat otber way I see not; fox we bere Live on
tougb roots and stubsy to tbirst inured More tban tbe camel, and to drink go
far, Men to mucb misery and bardsbip bom : But, if tbou be tbe Son of God,
command Tbat out of tbese bard stones be made tbee bread, So sbalt tbou
save tbyself, and us relieve Witb food, wbereof we wretcbed seldom tafite»
He ended, and tbe Son of God replied : Tbink'st tbou sucb force in bread 7
Is it not writtea (For I discem tbee otber tban tbou seem'st), Man lives not
by bread only, but eacb word Proceeding from tbe moutb of God, wbo fed
Our fatbers bere witb manna 1 In tbe mount Moses was forty days, nor eat
nor drank; And forty days Elijab, witbout food, Wander'd tbis barren waste
-, tbe same I now :



S55 — 384. PARADISE RBGAINED. B. I Why dost thou then
saggest to me distrust, Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art? Whoxn
thus answer'd the Archfiend, now undis'Tia true I am that Spirit unfortunate,
[guised. Who» leagued with millions more in rash revoit, Kept not my
happy station, but was driven With them from bliss to the bottomless deep,
Yet to that hideous place not so confined By rigour uncomUTing, but that
oft, Leaving my dolorous prison, I enjoy . Large liberty to round this globe
of earth. Or range in the air ; nor from the Heaven of Heavens Hath he
excluded my resort sometimes. I came among the Sons of God, when he
Oave up into my hands Uzzean Job To prove him and illustrate his high
worth ; And, when to ail his Angels he proposed To draw the proud king
Ahab into fraud That he might fall in Ramoth, they demarring, I undertook
that office, and the tongues Of ail his flattering prophets glibb'd with lies To
his destruction, as I had in charge; For what he bids I do. Though I have lost
Much lustre of my native brightness, lost To be beloved of God, I have not
lost To love, at least contemplate and admire What I see excellent in good,
or fair. Or virtuous ; I should so have lost ail sensé : What can be then less
in me than désire To see thee and approach thee, whom I know



PARADISE REGAINED. 385—414. t)eclared the Son of God, to
hesur attent Thy wisdom, and behold thy godlike deeds? Men generally
think me much a foe To ail mankind : why should II they to me Never did
wrong or violence; by them I lost not what I lost, rather by them I gain'd
wbat I have gain'd, and with them dwell, Copartner in these régions of the
world, If not disposer ; lend them of t my aid, Oft my advicé by présages
and signs, And answers, oracles, portents, and dreams, Whereby they may
direct their future life. £nvy they say excites me thus to gain Companions of
my misery and woe. At first it may be ; but, long since with woe Nearer
acquainted, now I feel, by proof, That fellowship in pain divides not smart,
Nor lightens ought each man's peculiar load. Small consolation then, were
man adjoin'd? This wounds me most, (what eau it less?) that Man, Man
fallen shall be restored, I never more. To whom our Saviour stemly thus
r*Ued: Deservedly thou grievest, composed of lies From the beginning, and
in lies wilt end ; Who boast*st release from Hell, and leave to come Into the
Heaven of Heavens : Thou comest indeed, As a poor misérable captive
thrall Cornes to the place where he before had sat Among the prime in
splendour, now deposed, Ejected, emptied, gazed, unpitied, shunn'd,



413 414. PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. I. A spectacle of ruin or of
scom To ail the host of Heaven : ihe liappy place Imparts to thee no
faappiness, no joy ; Rather inflames thy tonnent : representing Lost bliss, to
thee no more communicable, So never more in Hell than when in Heaven.
But thou art serviceable to Heaven's King. Wilt thou impute to obédience
what thy fear Extortfl, or pleasure to do 111 excites ? What but thy malice
moved thee to misdeem Of righteous Job, then cruelly to afllict him With
ail inflictionB? but bis patience won. The other service was thy chosen task,
To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; For lying is thy sustenance, thy food.
Yet aiou pretend'st to truth : ail oracles By thee are given, and what
confess'd more true Among the nations t that hath been thy craft, By mixing
somewhat true to vent more lies. But what bave been thy answers, what but
dark, Ambiguous, and with doublé sens¢ deluding, Which they who ask'd
bave seldom understood. And not well underatood as good not known ?
Who ever by consulting at thy ahrine Retum*d the wiser, or the more
instruct, To fly or follow what concem™*d him most. And run not sooner to
bis fatal snare ? For God hath justly given the nations up To thy delusions;
justly, since they fell Idolatrons : but, when bis purpose is
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PARADISE BEGAINED. 445-"74. Among them to déclare his
providence To thee not known, whfiQce hast thoa then thy tratb, But from
hita, or his Angels président In eveiy province, who, liilemselves disdaining
To approach thy temples, give thee in command What, to the smallest tittle,
thou shalt say To thy adorera ? Thou, with trembling fear, Or likp a fawning
parasite, obey'st : Then to thyself ascribest the truth foretold. But this thy
glory shaU be soon retrench'd ; No more shalt thou by orading abuse The
Gentilos ; henceforth oracles are ceased. And thou no more with pomp and
sacrifice Shalt be inquired at Delphos or elsewhere; At least in vaia, for they
shall find thee mute. God hath now sent his living oracle Into the world to
teach his final will. And sends his Spirit of truth henceforth to dwell In
pious hearts, an inward oracle To ail truth requisite for men to know. So
spake our Saviour ; but the subtle Fiend,. Thougkioiy stung with anger and
disdain, Dissembled, and this answer smooth retum'd : Sharply thou hast
insisted on rebuke. And urged me hard with doings, which not will But
misery hath wrested from me. Where Easily canst thou find one misérable.
And not enforced oft times to part from truth. If it may stand him more
instead to lie, Say and unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? c 2



475—502. PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. 1. But thou art placed
abore me, thod art Lord ; From tbee.I can, and must, submiss, endure Check
or reproof> and glad to scape so (Juit. Hard are the ways of truth, and rough
to walk, Smootb on the tongue discoursed, pleasing to the ear, And tunable
as silvan pipe or song; What wonder then 1f I delight to hear Her dictates
from thy mouth 1 Most men admire Virtue, who foUow not her lore :
permit me To hear thee when I come (since no man comes). And talk at
least, though I despair to attain. Thy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure,
Sufiers the hypocrite or atheons piiest To tread his sacred courts, and
minister « About his altar, handling holy things, Praying or vowing ; and
vouchsafed his voice * To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet Inspired :
disdain not such access to me. To whom our Saviour, with unalter'd brow : ¢
Thy coming hither, though I know thy scope, I bid not, or forbid : do as
thou find*st Permission from abore,; thou canst not more. Ue added not;
and Satan, bowing low His gray dissimulation, disappear'd Into thin air
diffused : for now began Night with her suUen wings to double sfaade The
désert ; fowls in their clay nests were ceuch'd > And now wild beasts came
forth the woods to roaro.
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PARADISE REGAINED. BOOK II. The disciples of Jesos,
nneasy at his long absence, reason amongst thenuelvea coocerniDg it. Mary
aiso gives vent to her raaterpal anxiety : in the expremion of which slie
recapitalates many circomstances respecting the birth and early life of her
Son.— Satan again meets his Infernal Cooncil, reports the bad success of
his first temptation of oar fileued Lord, and calls upoii them for cvnnsei and
anistance. Reliai proposes the tempting of Jeaos witb women. Satan rebnkes
Belial for his dissoloieness, eharging on him ail the profligacy of that kind
ascribed by the poets to the Heathen Gods, and rejects his proposai as in no
respect likely to succeed. Satan tben suggests other modes of temptation,
particnlarly proposing to avail himself of the circamstance of onr Lord's
hnngering ; and, talcing a band of chosen Spirits with him, retarns to resame
his enterprise. — Jesiu hangers In the dewrt.— Night cornes on ; the
manner in vrhich oar Savionr passes the nii{ht is described— Moming
advances.— Satau again appears to Jesns, and, after expressing wonder that
he should be so entirely neglected in the wilderness, where others had lieen
miracnlotisly fed, tempts him with a samptaoas banquet of the most
laxorioas kind. This be rejects, and the banquet vanishes.— Satan, finding
onr }.ord Dotto be assailed on the gronnd ofappetite, tempts him again by
offering him riches, as the means of acquiring power : This Jésus also
rejects, prodncing many instances of great actions perftirmed by persoos
nnder virtuons poverty, and specifying the danger of riches, aud the cares
and pains inséparable Itom. power aud greatness. Meanwuile tlie new-
baptized, wfao yet remain'd At Jordan with the Baptist, and had seen Him
whom they heard so late expressly caird. Jésus Messiah, Son of God
declared. And on that high authority had believed”



6 — 35. « PARADISE REGAINED. »* "e And with him talk'd,
and with him lodged ; I mean Andrew and Simon, famous after known,
With others thougli in Holy Writ not named ; Now missing him, their joy so
lately found (So lately found, and so ahniptly gone), Began to doubt, and
doubted many days, And, as the days increased, increased their doubt.
Sometimes they thought he might be only shown. And for a time caught up
to God, as once Moses was in the mount and missing long. And the great
Thisbite, who on fiery wheels Kode up to Heaven, yet once again to come :
Therefore, as those young prophets then with care Sought lost Elijah, so in
each place thése Nigh to Bethabara, in Jéricho The dty of palms, iEnon, and
Salem old, Machaerus, and each town or city wall'd On this side the broad
lake Genezaret, Or in Paerea ; but retum'd in vain. Then on the bank of
Jordan, by a creek, Where winds with reeds and osiers whispering play,
Plain fishermen (no greater men them call). Close in a cottage low together
got, Their unexpected loss and plaints outbreathed : Alas, from what high
hope to what relapse Unlook'd for, are we fallen ! our eyes beheld Messiah
certainly now come, so long Expected of our fathers ; we have heard His
words, his wisdom fiiU of grace and truth ; “ow, now, for sure, deliverance
is at haad.
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PARADISE RE6AINED. . S6 — 6S The kingdom shall to Israél
be restored ; Thus -we rejoiced, but soon our joy is tum'd Into perplezity
and new amaze : For whither is he goxie, what accideot Hath wrapt him
from usi will he now retire After appearance, and again prolong Our
ezpectation 1 God of Israé€l, Send thy Messiah forth, the time is corne !
Behold the kings of the earth, how they oppress Thy chosen ; to what highth
their power uDJust They have ezalted, and behind them cast Ail fear of thee
; arise and vindicate Thy glory ; free thy people from their yoke ! But let us
wait ; thus far he hath perform'd, Sent bis Anointed, and to us reveal*d hhny»
By bis great Frophet, pointed at and shown In public, and with him we bave
conversed ; Let us be glad of this, and ail our fears Lay on bis Providence ;
he will not fail, Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, Mock us with
bis bless'd sight, then snatch him hence ; Soon we shall see our Hope, our
Joy, retum. Thus they, ont of their plaints, new hope résume To find whom
at the first they found unsought : But, to bis mother Mary, when she saw
Others retum from baptism, not her son, Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him
noue, Within her breast tbough calm, her breast, though pure, Motherly
cares and fears got head, and raised Some troubled tltougbts, which she in
sighs thus clad :



66 — 95. PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. II. O, what availfi me
now that honour high To have conceiTed of God, or that salute, " Hail,
higlily favour'd, among women bless'd !" While I to sorrows am no less
advanced» And fears as eminent, above the lot Of other women, by the birth
I bore ; In such a season bom, when scarce a shed Could be obtain'd to
ehelter him or me From the bleak air ; a stable was our warmth, A manger
his ; yet soon enforced to fly Tbence into Egypt, till the murderous king
Were dead, who sought his life, and missing fill'd With infant blood the
streets of Bethlehem; From Egypt home retum'd,.in Nazareth Hath been our
dwelling many years ; his life Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, Little
suspicions to any king ; but now, FuU grown to man, acknowledged, as I
hear, By John the Baptist, and in public shown. Son own'd from Heaven by
his Father*s voice, I look'd for some great change ; to honour 1 no. But
trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold, That to the fall and rising he should
be Of many in Israél, and to a sign Spoken against, that through my very
solil A sword shall pierce : This is my favour*d lot, My exaltation to
a£9ictions high ; Afflicted I may be, it seems, and bless'd ; [ will not surgue
that, nor will repine. But where delays he now? some great intent



PARADISE REGAINED. 96 — 125. Conceals liim : When
twelve years he scarce had seen, I lost him, but so foond, as well I saw He
could not lose himself, bat went about His Father's business : what he meant
I mused, Since understand ; much more bis absence now Tbus long to some
great purpose be obscures. But I to wait with patience am inured ; My heart
hath been a storehouse long of things And sayings laid up, portending
strange events. Tbus Mary, pondering oft, and oft to mind Recalling what
rémaikably had pass'd Since first her salutation heard, with thoughts
Meekly composed awaited the fulfilling : The while her Son, tracing the
désert wild. Sole, but with holiest méditations fed, Into himself descended,
and at once Ail bis great work to come before him set; How to begin, how
to accompUsh best His end of being on earth, and mission high : For Satan,
with sly préface to retum, Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone Up
to the middle région of thick air, Where ail his potentates in council sat;
There, without sign of boast or sign of joy, Solicitous and blank, he tbus
began : Princes, Heaven's ancient Sons, etherial Thrones ; Demonian Spirits
now, from the élément Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd Powers of
fire, air, water, and earth beneath ! (So may we hold our place and thése
mild seats



126 — 15.5. PARADISE RE6AINED. B. II. Without new
trouble,) soch an enemy Is risen to invade lu, who no 1ésa Threatens than
oar expulsion down to Hell ; I, as I undertook, and with the vote Consenting
in full fréquence waa impower*d. Have found him, view'd him, tasted him ;
but find Far other labour to be undergone Than when I dealt with Adam,
first of Men, Though Adam by his wife*8 alluiement fell, However to this
M an inferior far ; If he be Man by mother's side, at least With more than
human gifts from Heaven adom'd, Perfections absolute, graces divine. And
amplitude of mind to greatest deedfl. Therefore I am retum'd, lest
confidence Of my success with Eve in Paradise Deceive ye to persuasion
oversure Of Jike succeeding here : I summon ail Rather to be in readiness,
with hand Or counsel to assist ; lest I, who erst Thought none my equal,
now be ovennatch'd. So spake the old Serpent deubting ; and from ail With
clamour was assured their utmost aid At his command : when from amidst
them rose Belial, the dissolutest Spirit that fell, The sensualest, and, after
Ashmodai, The fleshliest incubus ; and thus advised : Set women in his eye
and in his walk, Among daughters of men the fairest found : Many are in
each région passing fair



PARADISR REGAIN ED. 156 — 185. As the noon sky ; more
like to Goddesses Than mortal créatures ; gracefui and discreet ; Expert in
amorous arts, enchanting tongues Persuasive, virgin xnajesty with mild And
sweet allay'd, yet terrible to approacli; Skiird to retire, and, in retiring, dra”
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. Such object hath the power to
soften and tame Severest temper, smooth the rugged'st brow. Enerve, and
with voluptuous hope dissolve, Draw out with credulous désire, and Jead At
will the manliest, resolutest breast. As the magnetic hardest iron draws.
Women, when nothing else, begmled the heart Of wisest Solomon, and
made him build. And made him bow to the Gods of his wives. To whom
quick answer Satan thus retum'd : Belial, in much uneven scale thou
weigh'st AU otfaers by thyself ; because of old Thou thyself dotedst on
womankind, admiring Their shape, their colour, and attractive grace, None
are, thou think'st, but taken with such toys. Before the Flood thou with thy
lusty crew, False titled sons of God, roaming the earth, Cast wanton eyes on
the daughters of men. And coupled with them, and begot a race. Have we
not seen, or by relation heard, In courts and régal chambers how thou lurk'st
In wood or grove, by mossy fountain side, In Valley or green meadow, to
waylay



186 — 215. PARADISE RE6AINED. B. II. Some beauty rare,
Calisto, Clymene, Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, Or Amymone, Syrinz,
many more Too long; then lay'st thy scapes on names adored, Apollo,
Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, Satyr, or Faun, or Sylvan 1 But thése haunts
Delight not ail ; among the sons of men, How many have with a smile made
small account Of Beauty and her lures, easily scorn'd Ali her assaults, on
worthier things intent | Kemember that Pellean conqueror, A youth, how ail
the beauties of the East He slightly view'd and slightly overpass'd : How he,
sumamed of Africa, dismiss'd. In his prime youth, the fair Iberian maid. For
Solomon, he Jived at ease, and fuU Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not
beyond Higher design than to enjoy his state ; Thence to the bait of women
lay exposed : But he, whom we attempt, is wiser far Than Solomon, of
more ezalted mind, Made and set wholly on the accomplishment Of greatest
things. What woman will you find, Though of this age the wonder and the
fame. On whom his leisure will vouchsafe an eye Of fond désire 1 Or
should she, confident. As sitting queen adored on Beauty's throne. Descend
with ail her winning channs begirt To enamour, as the zone of Venus once
Wrought that effect on Jove, so fables tell ;



PARADISE REGAIN ED. 216 — 245, How would one look
froxn his majestic brow, Seated as on the top of Virtuels hill, .
Discountenance her despised, and put to rout AU her array ; her female
pride deject. Or tum to reperent awe! for Beauty stands In the admiration
only of weak minds Led captive ; cease to admire, and ail her plumes Fall
flat, and shrink into a trivial toy, At every sudden slighting quite abash'd.
Therefore with manlier objects we must try His constancy : with such as
have more show Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praise. Rocks,
wbereon greatest men have oftest wreck*d ; Or that which only seems to
satisfy Lawful desires of nature, not beyond ; And now I know he hungers,
where no food Is to be found, in the wide wildemess : The rest commit to
me ; [ shall let pass No advantage, and his strength as oft assay. He ceased,
and heard their grant in loud acclaim ; Then forthwith to him takes a chosen
band Of Spirits, likest to himself in guile, To be at hand, and at his beck
appear, If cause were to unfold some active scene Of varions persons, each
to know his part : Then to the désert takes with thése his flight ; ' Where,
still from shade to shade, the Son of God After forty days fasting had
remain'd, Now hungering first, and to himself thus said : Where will
thisendl four times tendays 1'vepasa'd
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246 — 275. PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. II. Waudering Uub
woody maze» and humaa food Kor tasted, nor had appetite ; that faBt To
virtue I impute not, or count part Of wliat [ Buffer here ; if natore need not,
Or God support nature without repast Though needing, what praise is it to
endure"! But now I feel I hunger, which déclares Nature hath need of what
she asks ; yet God Can satisfy that need some other way» Though hunger
still remain: so it remain Without this body's wasting, I content me. And
from the sting of famine fear no haim ; Nor mind it, fed with hetter
thoughts, that feed Me hungering more to do my Father's wilL It was the
hour of night, when thus the Son Communed in silent walk, then laid him
down Under the hospitahle covert nigh Of trees thick interworen ; there he
slept, And dfeam'd, as appetite is wont to dream, Of méats and drinks,
nature's refreshment sweet : Him thought, he hy the brook of Cherith stood,
And saw the ratens with their homy beaks Food to Elijjah bringing, even and
mom, Though ravenous, taught to abstain from what they He saw the
Prophet also, how he fled [brought: Into the désert, and how there he slept
Under a Juniper ; then how awaked ¢ He found his supper on the coals
prepared, And by the Angel was bid rise and eat, And eat the second time
after repose,



The text on this page is estimated to be only 28.70% accurate

PARADISE REGAINED. 276 — 304. The strength whereof
sufficed bim. forty days : Sometimgs that with'EUjah he partook. Or, as a
guest with Daniel at his puise. Thus wore out night ; and now the herald
lark Left his groimd-nest, high towering to descry The Mom's approach,
and greet her with bis song : As hghtly from his grassy couch up rose Oor
Savioor, and found ail was but a dream ; Fasting he went to sleep, and
fasting waked. Up to a hill anon his steps he rear'd, From whose high top to
ken the prospect round. If cottage were in view, sheepcote, or herd ; But
cottage, herd, or sheepcote, none he saw ; Only in a bottom saw a pleasant
grove, With chant of tuneful birds resounding loud ; Thither hebent his way,
determined there To rest at noon ; and enter*d soon the shade High roof d,
and walks beneath, and alleys brown, That open'd in the midst a woody
scéne ; Nature's own work it seem'd, Nature taught’Art, And, to a
superstitious eye the haunt Of Woodgods and Woodnymphs : heview'd it
round. When suddenly a man before him stood ; Not rustic as before, but
seemlier clad, As one in city, or court, or palace bred. And with fair speech
thése words to him address'd : With granted leave officions I retum. But
much more wonder that the Son of God Ia this wild solitude so long should
bide,



305—333. PARADISE REGAINED. B. II. Of ail things destitate
: and, well I know, Not without hunger. Others of some note. As story tells,
have trod this wildemess ; The fugitive bond-woman, with her son Out-cast
Nebaioth, yet found here relief By a providing Angel ; ail the race Of Israél
hére had famish*d, bad not God Rain*d from Heaven manna ; and, that
Prophet bold. Native of Thebez, wandering here was fed Twice by a voice
inviting him to eat: Of thee tbese forty days none hath regard, Forty and
more deserted here indeed. To whom thus Jésus : What concludest thou
hence 1 They ail had need : 1, as thou seest, have none. ' How hast thou
hunger then 1 Satan replied : Tell me, if food were now before thee set,
Wouldst thou not eat? — Thereafter as I like The giver, answer*d Jésus. —
Why should that Cause thy refusai? said the subtle Fiend. Hast thou not
right to ail create-d things ? Owe not ail créatures by just right to thee Duly
and service, not to stay till bid But tender ail their power ? Nor mention I
Meéats by the law unclean, or offer'd first To 1dols, those young Daniel could
refuse ; Nor proffer'd by an enemy, though who Would scTuple that, with
want oppress'd? Behold, Nature ashanred, or, better to express, Troubled,
that thou shouldst hunger, hath purvey'd
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PA RADIS E REGAIN ED. 334—365. From ail the ¢léments her
clioicest store, To treat thee, as beeeems, and as her Lordj With honour :
only deign to sit and eat. He spake no dream ; for as bis words had end, Our
Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld. In ample space under the broadest shade,
A table richly spread in régal mode, Witb dishes pUed, and méats of noblest
sort And savour ; beasts or chase of fowl of game. In pastry built, or from
the spit or boil'd, Gris-amber”steam'd ; ail fish from sea or shore, Freshet or
purling brook, of shell or fin. And exquisitest name, for which was drain'd
Pontiis, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coast. ( Alas, how simple, to theése cates
compared, Was that crude apple that diverted £ve !) And at a stately
sideboard) by the wine That fragrant smell diffused, in ordér stood Tall
stripling youths rich clad, of fairer hue Than Ganymed or Hyias ; distant
more Under the trees now tripp*d, now solemn stood, Nymphs of Diana's
train,' and Naiades With fruits and fiowers fiom Amalthea's hom. And ladies
of the Hesperides, that seem'd Fairer than feign'd of old or fabled since Of
faery damsels, met in forest wide By knights of Logres, or of Lyones,
Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore. And ail the while harmonious airs were
heard Of chiming strings or charming pipes ; and winds
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3647393. PARADISE RB6OAINED. B. II. Of gentlest gale
Arabian odours fann*d From their soft wings, and Flora's earliest smelk.
Such was the splendour ; and the Tempt" bow ' Hia invitation earnestly
renew'd : What doubts the Son of God to sit and eat? These are net fruits
forbidden ; no interdict Défends the touching of these viands pure ; Their
taste no knowledge works, at least of evil. But Ufe préserves, destroys life's
enemy, Hunger, with sweet restorative delight. AU t"ese are Spirits of air
and woods and springs, Thy gentle ministers, who corne to pay Thee
bornage, and acknowledge thee their Lord : What doubt'st thou, Son of God
? sit down and eat, To wbom thus Jésus temperately repUed : Said'st thou
not that to ail things I had righti And who withholds my power that right to
Mae 1 Shall I receive by gift what of my own, When and wher« likes me
best, I can command? I can at will, doubt not, as soon as thou, Command a
table in this wildemess. And call swift flights of Angels ministrant Array'd
in glory on my cup to attend : Why shouldst thou then obtrude this
diligence. In vain, where no acceptance it can find t And with my hunger
what hast thou to do 1 Thy pompous delicacies I contemn. And count thy
specious gifts no gilts but guiles, To whom thus answer'd Satan malcontent :
That I have also power to give» thou seest ;



PARADISE REOAINED. 394—42". If of that power I bring thee
voluntary What I might bave bestow'd on wbom I pleasedi And ratber
opportunely in tbis place . Cbose to impart to thy apparent need, Wby
flbouldst tboa not accept it 1 but I see What I can do or offer is suspect ; Of
tbese tbings otbers quickly will dispose, Wbose pains bave eam'd tbe
far>fet spoil. Witb tbat Botb table and provision vanisb'd quite Witb Sound
of barpies' wings and talons beard : Only tbe importune Tempter still
remain'd. And witb tbese words bis temptation pursued : By bunger, tbat
eacb otber créature tames, Tbou art not to be barmM, tberefore not moved ;
Tby tempérance, invincible besides. For no allurement yields to appetite ;
And ail tby heart is set on bigb designs, Higb actions : but wberewitb to be
acbieved 1 Great acts require great means of enterprise ; Tbou art unknown,
unfriended, low of birtb» A carpenter tby fatber known, tbyself Bred up in
poverty and straits at borne,, Lost in a désert bere and bunger-bit : Wbicb
way, or from wbat bope, dost tbou aspira To greatness? wbence autbority
derivest? Wbat foUowers, wbat retinue canst tbou gain, Or at tby beeb tbe
dizzy multitude. Longer tban tbou canst feed tbem on tby cost t Honey
brings bonoux, friengLs, conquest, and refais : P2
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49S— 451. PARADISB REOAINED. B. II. What raised
Antipater the Edomite, And- his son Herod placed on Judah*s throne, Thy
throne, but gold that got him puissant friends 1 Therefore, if at great things
thou wouldst ariiTe, Get riches first, get wealth, and treasure heap» Not
difficulté if thon hearken to me : Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand ;
They whom I favonr thrive in weahh amain, While virtue, valour, wisdom,
sit in want. To whom thus Jésus jiatiently replied : Yet weaith, whhout theése
three, is impotent To gain dominion, or to keep it gain*d. Witness those
ancient empires of the earth. In highth of ali their flowing wealth dissolved :
But men endued with thése have oft attain'd In lowest poverty to highest
deeds ; Gideon, and Jephtha, and the shepherd lad, Whose ofispring on the
throne of Judah sat So many ages, and shail yet regain That seat, and reign
in Israél without end. Among the Heathen (for throughout the world To me
1s not unknown what hath been done Worthy of mémorial), canst thou not
remember Quintios, Fabricius, Cuiius, Regulus 1 For I esteem those names
of men so poor, Who could do mighty things, and could contemn Riches,
though offer'd from the hand of kings. And what in me seems wanting, but
that [ May also in this poverty as soon



PARADI6E REGAINED. 452— *480* Accomplish what tbey
did, perhaps asd more 1 Eztol not riches then, tlie toil of foolB, The wise
maa'a cumbrance, if not snare : more apt To slacken Virtae, and abate her
edge, Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. What if with like
aversion I reject Riches and realms? yet not, for tbat a crown, Golden in
show, 1s but a wreath of tboms, * Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and
sleepless nights, To him wbo wears the régal diadem, When on his
shoulders each man's burden lies ; For therein stands the office of a king,
His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise, That for the public ail his weight
he bears. Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules Passions, desires, and
fears, 1s more a king; Which every wise and virtuous man attains ; And who
attains not, ill aspires to rule Cities of men, or headstroug multitudes,
Subject himself to anaicby within. Or lawless passions in him, which he
serves. But to guide nations in the way of truth By saving doctrine, and
from error lead To know, and knowing worship God aright, Is yet more
kingly ; this attracts the sotl, Govems the inner man, the nobler part ; That
other o'er the body only reigns. And oft by force, which to a generous mind,
So reigning, can be no sincere delight.
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401 — 486. PARADISE REGAINED. B. II, Besides, to give a
kmgdom hath been thought Greater and nobler doue, and to lay down Far
more magnanimous than to assume. Riches are needless then, both for
tliemselves. And for thj reason why they should be sought> To gain a
sceptre, oftest better miss'd.
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PARADISE REGAINED, BOOK IIL Sattu, In a ipeech of maeh
ftatteriiig commendation. endeavoors to awaken in Jesos a passioo for
glory, by particnlarizing varions instances of conquests achieved, and great
actions per. formed, by persons at an early period of life. Oar Lord replies,
by showing the vanity of worldly fame, and the improper nteans by whicli it
is generally attained ; and contrasta witbit the tnie glory of religions
patience and virtooas wisdom, as ezemplified in thecharacter of Job. Satan
justifies the love of glory from the ezample of God himself, who reqaires it
from ail his créatures. Jesos detects the fallacy of this argument, by showing
that, as goodness is the tme gronnd on which glory is due to the great
Creator of afl things, sinftal man can have no rigbt whatever to it.— Satan
then nrgesour Lord respecting his claim to thie tbrone of David : he tells
him that the kingdom 'Of Jadea, 1>eing at that time a province of Rome,
eannot be got poflsefSiOQ of witfaout much personai exertion on bis part,
and presses him to lose no tirae in beginning to reign. Jesas refers him to
the time allotted for this, as for ail other things; and after intimating
somewhat respecting his owu previous sufferings, asks Satan, why he
shoiild be so solicitons for the exaltation of one, wfaose rlsing was destined
to be bis fail” Satan replies, that his own desperate state, by exclading ail
hopet, leaves little room for fear ; and that, as his own punishment was
eqoaliy doomed, he is uot interesled in preventing the reign of one, firom
whose apparent benevolenoe he might ratlier hope for some interférence in
his favour.— Satan still pnrsues his ft>rmer incilements ; and, sapposing
that the seeming relnctance of Jésus to be thns advanced might arise from
his being unacqnainted with the world and its glories, conveys him to the
snmmit of a high raonntain, and from thence shows him most of the
Idngdoms of Asia, particalarly pointing ont to his notice some extraordinary
military préparations of the Parthians to reaist the incursions of the
Scythians. He then informs oar Lord, that he showed him this parposely,that
he might see bow iiecessary military exertions are to retain the possession
of Icingdoms, as well as to suinlue them at first ; and advises him to con.
aider how impossible it was to maintain Jadea agaiiist two such powerftal
neighboors as the Romans and Parthians, and how neeessary it wonid be to
form au alliance with one or other of them. At the same time he



recomraends, and engages tosecnre to him that of the Parthians ( and tells
him that by this means
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1 — 0. PARADISE REGAINED. B. III. hiB poKrer will
be'défended ft'oiii any thing thtt Rome or Caesar migbt attempt agaiiiAt it,
and that he will bé able to extend his glory wide, and «specially to
accomplish, what wa« particularly neceasary to make the throne of Jadea
really the throne of David, the deliverance and restoration of the ten tribes,
ftUIt in a state of captivity. Jeitas, having briefly nuticed the vanity of
military efforts and the weakness of the arm of flesh, sayg that when the
time cornes for ascendin; his allocted throne he sball not be slack : he
remarks on Satan's extraordinary zeai for the deliverance of the Israélites, to
whom he had aiways showed himself an enemy, and déclares their ser»
vitude to be the conséquence of their idolatry; bot adds,that at a fntare time
it may perhaps please God to recall them, and restore them to their liberty
and native land. So spake the Son of God ; aod Satan stood Awhile, as mate,
confounded what to say, What to reply, confuted and convinced Of his weak
arguing and fallacious drift ; At length, coUectiog ail his serpent wiles,
With soothing words renew'd him thus accosts : I see thou know'st what is
of use to know, What best to say canst say, to do canst do ; Thy actions to
thy words accord ; thy words To thy large heart give utterance due; thy
heart Contains of good, wise, just, the perfect shape. Should kings and
nations from thy mouth consult, Thy counsel would be as the oracle Urim
and Thummim, those oraculous gema On Aaron's breast ; or tongue of seers
old Infallible : or wert thou sought to deeds That might require the array of
war, thy skill Of conduct would be such that ail the world Could not sustain
thy prowesS; or subsist In battle, though against thy few in anus.
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PARADISE REOAINEO* 21 — 51. Thesé Gedlike virtnes -
vrherefore dost thou hide» Affecting piivate life, or more obscure In Savage
wildemessi Wherefore deprive AU £arth her wonder at thy acte, thyself llie
famé and glory ; glory, the reward That sole excites to higli attempts, the
6ame Of most erected spirits, most temper'd pure Ethereal, wlio ail
pleasores else despise, AU treasures and ail gain esteem as dross. And
dignities and powers aU but the highest 1 Thy yean are ripe, and overripe ;
the son Of Macedooian Phi&p had ¢re these Woa Asia, and the thrcne of
Cyrus held At hia dispose ; young Scipio had brought down The
Carthaginian pride ; young Pompey queU'd The Pontic king, and in triomph
had rode. Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, Quench not the
thirst of glory, but augment. Great Julius, who now aU the world admires,
The more he grew in years, the more inflamed» With glory, wept that he
had lived so long Inglorious : but thou yet art not too late. To whom our
Saviour calmly thus replied : Thou neither dost persuade me to seek wealth.
For empire's sake, nor empire to affect For glory's sake, by ail thy
argument. For what is glory but the blaze of famé, The people*s praise, if
always praise unmix'd? And what the people but a herd confused, A
miscellaneous rabble who extol [praise? .Things Tulgar, and, weU weigh'd,
scarce worth the
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52 — 82. PARADISE fttGAINED¢ B. UL. lliey pndse and the;j
admire they know iiot “hat» And know not whom, but as one leads tiie
other ; And what delight to be by such.jeztol]'d, To lire upon their tongues
and be their talk™ Of whom to be dispraised were no small praise ? His lot
Who dares be singularly good* The intelligent among them and the wise
Are few, and glory scarce of few is raised« This is tnie glory and renown,
when God» Looking on the earth, with approbation marks The jost man,
and dirulges him>through Heaven To ail his Angels, who with tnie applaase
Recount his praises : thus he did to Job, When, to extend his famé through
Heaven and Eartb, As thon to thy reproach mayst well remember, He ask'd
thee, " Hast thou seen my servant Job V Famoos he was in Heaven, on
Eartb less known Where glory is false glory, attributed To things not
glorious, men not worthy of famé* They err, who count it glorious to
subdae By conquest far and wide, to overron Large countries, and in field
great battles win”™ Great cities by assault : what do thése worthiesy But rob
and spoil, bum, slaughter, and enslave Peaceable nations, ne”;hbouring or
remote, Made captive, yet deserving freedom more Than tliose their
conquerors, who leave behind Nothing but ruin wheresoe*er they rove. And
ail the flourishing works of peace destroy : Then swell with pride, and must
be titled Gods» Great Benefactors of mankind, Deliverers, I i«>
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PARADISE REGAIRED. 83 — 112. Wonhip'd with temple,
priest, ahd sacrifice? One is the son of Jove, of Mars the other; m Till
conqueror Death discover them scaice men» Rolling in bnitish vices, and
deform'd. Violent or shamefal death their dae reward. But if there be in
glory aught of good, It may by. means far différent be attain'd, Without
ambition” war, or violence ; By deeds of peace, by wisdom eminent> By
patience, tempérance : [ mention still Hin, whom thy wrongs, with.saintly
patience borne, Made famous in a land and dmes obscure ; Who names not
now with honour patient Job ? Poor Socrates, (who nezt more mémorable 1)
By what he tanghtj and suffer*d for so doing. For truth's sake suffering
death, unjust, lives now Eqnal in famé to prondest conquerors. Yet if for
famé and glory aught be done» Aoght suffer'd; if young African for famé
His wasted country fireed from Punie rage ; The deed becomes unpraised,
the man at least. And loses, though but verbal, his reward™ Shall I seek
glory then, as vain men seekj Oft not deserved t I seek not mine, but his
Who sent me; and thereby witness whence I am« To whom the
Tempter.murmuring, thus replied : Think not so slight of glory ; therein
least Resembling thy great Father : He seeks glory. And for his glory ail
things made, ail things Orders and govems } nor content in Heaven
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lis — 143. 6ARADISB REOAINED. B. I1I. By ail his AAgelg
glorified, r¢quires Glory £rom mon, froin ail men, good or bad, Wise or
uawiae, no différence, no exemption; Above ail saciifice or haliow'd gift,
Glory he reqoiies, and glory he receives Promiscaous from ail nations, Jew
or Gieek Or barbarous, nor exception hath declared; from us, his foea
pronounced, glory he exacts. To whom our Saviour ferrently replied: And
reason ; since his word ail things produced, Tliough chiefly not for glory as
prime end. But to show forth hia goodness, and impart His good
communicable to every-soul Freely ; of whom what could he less expect
Than glory and bénédiction, that is, thanl”a, The.slightest, eaaiest, readiest
récompense From them who could return him nothing else, And, not
retuming that, would likeliest render Contempt instead, dishonour, obloquy
1 Hard recompense, unsuitable retum For so much good, so much
beneficence ! But why shoiild Man seek glcMy, who of hia own Hath
nothing, and to whom nothing belonga But condemnation, ignominy, and
shame 1 Who, for 80 many benefits received« Tum*d recréant to God,
ingrate and false, And so of ail tfue good himself despoiFd ; Yet,
sacrilegious to himself would take That which to God alone of right belongs
: Yet so much bounty is in God, such grace.
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PARADISB REOAIIIBD. 143—173. That who adviuice his
glory, not their own, Them he himself to glory will adTance. So spake the
Son of God ; and hére again Satan had not to answer, but stood stnick With
guilt of his own mn ; for he himself, Insatiable of glory, had lost ail ; Yet of
another plea bethoogfat him soon. Of glory, as thou wUt, said he, so deem ;
Worth or not worth the seeking, Jet it pass* But to a kingdom thou art bom,
oidain'd To dt upon thy father David's thione, By mother's side thy father ;
though thy right Be now in powerfix] hands, that will not part Easily from
possession won with arms : Judsa now, and ail the Promised Land, Reduced
a pronnce under Roman yoke, Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always ruled With
temperate sway ; oft have they violated The temple, oft the law, with fou1
affironts. Abominations rather, as did once Antiochus : and think'st thou to
regain Thy right, by sitting still, or thus retiiing? So did not Maccabeus : he
indeed Retired unto the désert, but with arms : And o*er a mighty king so
oft preyail'd That by strong hand his family obtain'd, Though priests,
thecrown, and David's thxoneusurp'd, With Modin and her suburbs once
content. If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal And duty ; ceal- and
duty are not slow»
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175—302. PARADISE REOAINBD. B. ni. Bat on oocaaion'a
forelock watchfal wait s They thernselves ratker are occasioii beat; Zeal of
thy father's hoase, duty to uee Thy country firom her Heathen semtude. So
shalt thou beat fulfill, best yerify The piopbetB old, who sang thy endless
re”™ ; The happier reign, the sooner it begins ; Beign then ; what canst thou
better do the whilel To whom Qur Saviour answer thua retom'd : Ail things
are best folfiU'd in their due time ; And time there is for ail things, Troth
hath said* If of aay reign prophétie Writ hath told, That it shall never end,
so, when begin The Father in his porpose hath decreed ; He, in whose hand
ail times aad seasons rdl. What if he hath decreed that I shall first Be tried
in humble state, and things adverse, By tribulations, injuries, insilts, *
Contempts, and scoms, and snares, qnd violence. Suffering, abstaining,
quietly expecting» Withont distrost or doubt, that he may know What I can
suffer, how obeyi Who best Can suffer best can do ; best reign, who first
Well hath obey'd ; just trial, ére 1 merit My exaltation without change or
end. But what concgrns it thee, when I begin My everlasting kingdom ?
Why art thou Solicitousi What moves thy inquisition? Know'st thou not that
my rising is thy fall. And my pnnpotion will he thy destruction 1
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PARADME REGAINBD. 203 — 232. To whom thé Tempter, inly
vack'd, replied : Let that corne when it cornes; ail hope is lost Of my
réception into grace : what worse 1 For where no hope is left, is left no feart
If there be worse, the expectation more Of worse torments me than the
feeling can, J would be at the worst; worst ib my port, My harbour, and my
ultiniate repose : The end I would attain, my final good. My error was my
error, and my crime My crime ; whatever, for itself condemned ) And wiJl
alike be paniidi'd, whether thou Keign or reign not ; though to that gentle
brow Willingly could | &y, and hope thy reign, From that placid aspect and
meek regard, Rather than aggravate my evil state, Woald stand between me
and thy Father's ire ( Whose ire 1 dread more than the fire of Hell), A
shelter, ahd a kind of shading cool Inteiposition, as a sammer's cloud. If I
then to the worst that can be haste, Why moTe thy feet so slow to what is
best, Happiest, both to thyself and ail the world, That thon, who worthiest
art, shouldst be their king? Perhaps thon linger'st, in deep thougfats detain'd
Of the enterprise so bazardons and high ; Ko wonder ; for, though in thee be
united What of perfection can in man be found, Or human nature can
receive, consider, Thy life hath yet been private, most part spent
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)d3 — 263. paRadise regained. b. m. At home, scarce viewM the
Galilean towns. And once a yeta Jerosalem, few days' Short sojoum ; and
what thence couldat thoa obserrel The world thou hast not seen, much lets
her gloiy, Empires and monarchs, and their radiant courts, Best school of
beat expérience, quickest insight In ail things tliat to greatest actions lead.
The wisest, unexperienced, will be eyer TimorouB and loath, with novice
modesty (As he who, seeking aases, found a kingdom), Irresolute, unhardy,
unadventorous ; But I will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit Those
rudiments, and see before thine eyes The monarchies of the earth, their
pomp and atate ; Sufficient introduction to inform Thee, of thyself so apt, in
régal arts. And régal mysteries; that thou mayat know How best their
opposition to withatand. With that (such power was given him then) he took
The Son of God up to a mountain high. It was a mountain at whose verdant
feet A spacious plain, outstretch'd in circuit wide, Lay pleasant ; from his
side two rivers flow*d> The one winding, the other straight, and left
between Fair champaign with less rivera intervened, Then meeting join'd
their tribute to the sea: Fertile of corn the gleébe, of oil, and wine ; With
herds the pastures throng'd, with flocks the hilla : Huge dties, and high
tower'd, that well might acem The seats of mightiest monarchs ; and so
large
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PARADISB REGAIN ED. 263 — 293. The prospect wad that
hére and there was room For harren désert, fountainless, and dry. To this
high mountain top the Tempter brought Oor Saviour, and new train of
wprds began : Well have we speeded, and o*er hill and date, Forest, and
field, and flood, temples and towers, Cut shorter many a league ; here thou
behold'st Assyria, and her empire's ancient bounds, Araxes and the Caspian
lake ; thence on As far as Indus east, Euphrates west, And oft beyond : to
soath the Fersian bay, And, inaccessible, the Arablan drought : Here
Nineveh, of length within her wall Several days journey, built by Ninus old,
Of that first golden monarchy the seat, And seat of Sahnanassar, whose
saccess Isra€l in long captivity still moums ; There Babylon, the wonder of
ail tongues. As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice Judah, and ail thy
father David's house Led captive, and Jérusalem laid waste, Till Cyrus set
them free ; Persepolis, His dty, there thou seest, and Bactra there ; Ecbacana
her structure vast there shows. And Hecatompylos her hundred gates ; There
Susa by Choaspes, amber stream, The drink of none but kings ; of later
famé, Built by Emathian or by Parthian hands, The great Seleucia, Nisibis,
and there Artazata» "J"eredon, Ctesiphon, B
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393 — 7322. PARADUE REOAINBDr B. III, Turning with easy
eye, thou mayst behold. AU these the Partldan (now some ages past, By
great Arsaces led, who founded first That empire), under his dominion
holds, From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. And just in time thou
comest to have a view Of hiB great power ; for now the Parthian king In
Ctesiphon hath gather'd ail his host Against the Scythian, whose incursions
wild HaTe.wasted Sogdiana; to her aid He marches now in haste ; see,
thoogh from far, His thousands in what martial équipage They issue forth,
steel bows and shafts their arma, Of equal dread in flight, or in pursuit ; Ail
horsemen, in which fight they most excel ; See how in warlike muster they
appear. In rhombs, and wedges, and half moons, and wings. He look'd, and
saw what numbers numberless The city gates outpour'd, light armed troops.
In coats of mail and military pride ; In mail their horses clad, yet fleet and
strong, Prancing their riders bore, the flower and ¢choice Of many provinces
from bound to bound; From Arachosia, from Candaor east. And Margiana,
to the Hyrcanian clifis Of Caucasus, and dark Iberian dales; From Atropatia
and the neighbouring plains Of Adiabene, Media, and the south Of Susiana,
to Balsara's haven. He saw them in their fprms of battle ranged.



r ARABISE REGAINED»y 373—353. How quick they wheerd,
and aying behind him flhot Sharp fleet of airowy showers against the face
Of their pursuers, and overcame by flight” The field ail iron cast a gleaming
brown : Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn Cilrassiers ail in steel
for standing fight. Chariots, or éléphants indorsed with towers Of archers ;
nor of labouring poineers A multitude, with spades and axes arm'd To lay
hills plain, fell woods, or Talleys fill, Or where plain was, raise hill, or
overlay With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke ; Mules after these,
camels, and dromedaries. And waggons firaught with utensils of war, Such
forces met not, nor so wide a camp, When Agncan with ail his northem
powers Besieged Albracca, as romances tell, The dty of Gallaphrone, from
whence to win The fEOrest of her sez, Angelica, His daughter, sought by
many prowest knights, Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemain. Such
and so numerous was their chivalry : At sight whereof the Fiend yet more
presumed. And to our Saviour thus his words renew*d : That thou mayst
know J seek not to engage Thy virtue, and not every way secure On no
slight grounds thy safety ; hear, and mark, To what end I have brought thee
hither, and shown. Ail this fair sight: Thy kingdom, though foretold By
Prophet pr by Angel, unless thou e3



553 — 382* PARADISE REGAINBD. B. iif. Eddeavour, as thy
father David did. Il Thou neTer shalt obtain ; prédiction still Min ail things,
and ail men, supposes means ; Withont meaPB ased, what it predicts
reTokes. But say thou wert possess'd of David's throne, By free consent of
ail, none opposite, Samaritan or Jew ; how couldst thou hope Long to enjoy
it, quiet and secnre, Between two such enclosing enemies, Roman and
Parthian 1 Therefore one of theése Thou must make sure thy own ; the
Patthian first By my advice, as nearer, and of late Found able by invasion to
annoy Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, Antigonus and old
Hyreanus, bound, Maugre the Roman : it shall be my task To render thee
the Parthian at dispose, Choose which thou wilt, by conquest or by league ;
By him thou shalt regain, without him not, That which alone can truly
reinstall thee In David's royal seat, his true successor, Deliverance of thy
brethren, those ten tribes, Whose offspriDg in his tenitory yet serve, In
Habor and among the M edes dispersed : Ten sons of Jacob, two of Joseph,
lost Thus long from Israél, serving as of old Their fathers in the Itmd of
Egypt served, This 6fFer sets before thee to deliver. These if from servitude
thou shalt restors To their inheritance, then, nor till then,
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PARADISB REOAINED. 383—413. Tbou on the throne of
David in full glory, From £gypt to Euphrates, and beyond, Shait reign, and
Rome or Ccesar net need fear. To whom our Saviour answer'd thus unmoved
: Mucb ostentation Tain of desbly arm And fragile arma, much instrument
of war, Long in preparing, soon to notbing brougbt, Before mine eyes tbou
bast set ; and in my ear Vented mucb policy, and projects deep Of enemies,
of aids, battles and leagues. Plausible to Uie world, to me wortb nougbt.
Means I must use, tbou say'st” prédiction else Will unpredicti and fail me of
tbe tbrone : I tMy time I told tbee (and tbat time for thee ij 1/ Were better
furtbest 00), 1s not yet come : * Wben tbat cornes, tbink not tbou to find me
slack On my part augbt endeavonring, or to need Tby poUtic mazims, or
tbat cumbersome Luggage of war tbere sbown me, argument Of human
weakness ratber tban of strengtb. My Incetbren, as tbou cali'st tbem, those
ten tribes I most deliver, if [ mean to reign David's true beir, and bis full
sceptre sway To ju8t eztent over ali Israel's sons. But wbence to tbee tbis
zeal ? Wbere was it tben For Israél, or for David, or bis tbrone, Wben tbou
stoodst up bis tempter to tbe pride Of numbering Israél, wbicb cost tbe lives
Of tbreescore and ten tbousand Israélites By tbree days pestilence) Such
was tby zeal To Israél tben ; tbe same tbat now to me !



414— -44d. PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. IR. As for those captive
tribes, themselves were they Who wrought their own captivity, fell off From
God to woiship calves, the deides Of Egypte Baal nezt and Ashtaroth, “nd
ail the idolatries of Heathen round, Besides their other worse than
heathenish crimes ; Nor in the land of their captivity Humbled themselTeSi
or pénitent besought The God of their forefathers ; but so died Impénitent,
and left a race behind like to themselves, distinguishable scarce From
Gentiles, but by circumcision Tain ; And God with idols in their worship
join'd. Should I of these the liberty regard, Who, freed, as to their andent
patrimony» Unhumbled, unrepentant, unreform*d, Headlong would foUow;
and to their Goda perhaps Of Bethel and of Dan 1 Xo ; let them ser”e Their
enemies, who serre idols with God. Yet he at length (time to himself best
known), Remembering Abraham, by some wondrous call May bring them
back, repentant and sincere» And at their passing cleave the Assyrian flood,
While to their native land with joy they haste ; As the Red Sea and Jordan
once be cleft, When to their Promised Land their fathers pass'd : To this due
time and providence I leave them. So spake Israel's true king, and to the
Fiend Made answer meet, that made void ail his wiles« So fares it, when
with trutb falsehood contends.
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PARADISE REGAINED. BOOK IV. S«tan, perrifting in the
temptation of our LorA, «hows Um Iraperlai Rome in its greate A pomp and
«plendonr, as a power whicli be probaUy woald prefer before tbat of tbe
FarUiians ; and teUs him tbat he migbt witb tbe greatert ease expel Tibettm,
restore tbe Romans to tbeir liberty, aud make blrnself master not only of tbe
Roman Empire, bat by so doing, of the wbole world" and inclusively of tbe
tbrone of David. Onr I.ord, in reply, expresses bis contempt of grandeur and
worldly power; notices tbe Inxnry, vanity, and profligacy of tbe Ro* nans,
declaring bow little tbey merited to be restored to tbat liberty, wUcb tbey
liad lost by tbeir miscondnct, and briefly refers to tbe greatness of bis own
fbtnre Idngdom. Satan, now desperate, to enbance tbe vaine of bis proffered
gifts, professes that the only terms on wbich be will bestow tbem are onr
Saviour's failing down and worsbiping bim. Our Lord expresses a flrm bat
temperate indignation at so¢b a proposition, and rebokes tbe Tempter by the
title of "' Satan for ever «damned." Satan, abasbed”attempts to Jnstify
bimself" be tben aasames a new groand of temptation, and, proposing to
Jesns the intellectoal gratifications of wisdom and Icnowlcdge, points ont to
liim tlie celebratcd seat of ancient learning, Atliens, its Becbools, and otber
Yarioos resorts of leamed Ceacbers and tbeir disciples,- accompanying tbe
view witb a bigbly finished panegyrie on the Grecian mosicians, poets,
orators, and philo» aophers of the différent sects. Jésus replies by showing
tlie ¥ anity and insufficiency of tbe boasted Heatben philosopby and prefers
to tbe masic, poetry, éloquence, and didactlc policy of the Oreelu, those of
tbe inspired Hebrew writers. Satan, inritated at the failure of ail bis
attempts, upbraids tbe indiscrétion of onr Saviour in rejeeting bis offers ;
and, having, in rldlcole of bis expected kingdom, foretold tbe sufferiugs tbat
oar JLord was to undergo, carries bim back into tbe wilderness, and leaves
him there™ Nlght comes on : Satan raises a tremendoos storm, and attempts
farther to alarm Jésus with ftlghtftil dreams, and terrifie Uireatening
spectres; wbich bowever have no effect upon him. A calm, bright, beantifbl
moming suoceeds to tbe borrors of tbe nigbt. Satan again présents bimself
to our blessed Lord, aud firom noticing tbe mtonn of the preceding nigbt as
pointed diiefly at bim, takes occaaion once more to insuit bim witb an
account of the suC ftriogs wliich be was certainly to undergo. Tbis only
draws ttom onr Lord a brief rebuke. Satan, now at the heigbt of
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1—17. PARADISE REGAINED. B. IV. his desperation, coofeuM
that he had fi«gnen(]y watebed Jera» from his birth, porposely to discover if
he h as the tnie Mes* siah ; and, collecting from %That paissed at tbe river
Jordan that he moet probably was so, he had from that time more acaidii»
onsly followed bim, in hopes of gaining some advautage over him, which
wonld most etfectually prove that he was doC reailjr that Divine Person,
destined to be his *' fatal Enemy."* In tbis he acknowiedges that he bas
tiitherto completely rail«d ; bttt still détermines to make one more trial of
him. Accordingly he conveys him to the temple at Jérusalem, and, placiac
him on a pointed eminence, requires him to prove bis Divinity either by
standing there, or casting liimself down with safety. Oar Lord reproves the
Tempter, and at the same time maoifests bis o”vn Divinity by standing on
ttits dangeroas point. Satan, amazed and terriSed, instantly falis ; and
repaire to fais Infernal Compeers, to relate the had snccess of his
enterprSse. Angels in the mean time convey onr ble!<9ed Lord into a
I>eantifnl valley ; and, while they ininister to him a repast of ceiestial food,
celebrate his victory in a triomphant hymn. Perfl£X*d and troubled at his
bad success » The Tempter stood, nor had what to reply, Discover' d in his
fraud, thrown from his hope So oft, and the persuasive rhetoric That sleek'd
his tongue, and won so much on Eve, So little here, nay losc ; but Eve was
Eve ; This far his overmatch, who, self-deceived And rash, beforehand had
no better weigh*d The strength he was to cope with, or his own : But as a
man who had been matchless held In cunning, overreach'd where least he
tbought, To salve his crédit, and for very spite, Stiil will be tempting him
who foils him still, And never cease, though to his shame the more ; Or as a
swarm of aies in vintage time, A bout the winepress where sweet must is
pour*d. Beat off, retums as oft with homming sound ;



PARADISE REGAIN ED. 18 —i7. Or suiging waves against a
solid rock, Though ail to shiveTs dash'd, the assault renew, (Vain battery !)
and in iroth or bubbles end ; So Satan, wbom repuise tipon repuise Met erer,
and to shameful silence brought, Y¢t gives not o'er, though desperate of
success, And his vain importunity pursues. He brought our Saviour to the
western side Of that high mountain, whence he might behold Another plain,
long, but in breadth not wide, Wash'd by the southem sea, and, on the nortb,
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills That screen'd the fruits of the
earth, and seats of men, From cold Septentrion blasts ; thence in the midst
Divided by a hver, of whose banks On each side an impérial city stood,
With towers and temples proudly elevate On seven small hills, with palaces
adom'd. Porches, and théatres, baths, aqueducts. Statues, and trophies, and
triumphal arcs, Gardens, and groves, presented to his eyes, Above the
highth of mountains interposed (By what strange parallax, or optic skill Of
vision, multiplied through air, or glass Of télescope, were curions to
inquire) : And now the Tempter thus his silence broke : The city, which tliou
seest, no other deem Than great and glorious Rome, gneen of the earth, So
far renown'd, and with the spoils enrich'd Of nations ; there the Capitol thou
seest,



48 — 77» PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. IV. Above the rest lifting
his stately head On the Tarpeian rock, her dtadel Impregnable; and there
Mount Palatine, The impérial palace, compass huge, and high The structure,
skill of noblest architecte, With gilded battlements, conspicuous far,
Turrets» and terraces, and glittering spires : Many a fair édifice besides,
more like Houses of Gods (so well I bave disposed My aety miscroscope),
thou mayst behold, Outside and inside both, pillars and roofs, Carved work,
the hand of famed artificers. In cedar, marble, ivory, or gold. Thence to the
gates cast lound thine eye, and see What confluz issuing forth, or entering
in ; Praetors, proconsuls to their provinces, Hasting, or on retum, in robes of
state, lictors and rods, the ensigns of their power. Légions and cohorts,
turms of horse and wings ; Or embassies, from régions far remote™ In
various habits, on the Appian road, Or on the Emilian ; some from furthest
south, Syene, and where the shadow both way falls, Meroe, Xilotic isle ;
and, more to west, The realm of Bocchus to the Blackmoor sea ; From the
Asian kings, and Parthian among theése ; From India, and the golden
Chersonese, And utmost Indian isle Taprobane, Dusk faces with white
silken turbans wreath'd j From Gallia, Gades, and the British west;



PARADISE REGAINED* 78 — 106. Germans, and Scythians,
and Sannadans, north Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. AU nations now
to Rome obédience pay : To Rome's great emperor» whose wide domain. In
ample territory” wealth, and power, Civility of manners, arts, and aims, And
long renown, thou jastly mayst prefer Before the Paxthian. These two
thrones except, The rest are barbarous, and scarce worth the sight» Shared
among petty kings too far remoyed ; These having shown thee, I have
shown thee ail The kingdoms of the world, and ail their glory« This
emperor hath bo son, and is now old, DId and lascivious, and from Rome
retired, To Capres, an island small, but strong, On the Campanian shore,
with purpose there His horrid lusts in private to enjoy; Committing to a
wicked favourite. Ail public cares, and yet of him suspicious ; Hated of ail,
and hating. With what ease, Endued with régal virtues, as thou art,
Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, Might'st thou expel this monster
from his throne, Now made a sty ; and, in his place ascending, A Tictor
people free from servile yoke ! And with my help thou mayst ; to me the
power Is given, and by that right I give it thee. Aim therefore at no less than
ail the world ', Aim at the highest : without the highest attainM*



107—135. PARADISE REGAIN ED. B. IV. Will be for thee no
sitting, or not long, On David's throne, be prophesied what will. To whom
the Son of God, unmoved, replied : Nor doth this grandeur and majestic
show Of luzury, though called magnificence, More than of arma before,
allure mine eye, Much les's my mind ; though thou shouldst add to tell
Their sumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feasts On citron tables and
Atlantic stone (For I bave also heard, perhapt bave read), Their wines of
Setia, Cales, and Faleme Chios, and Créte, and how they quaff in gold,
Crystal and myrrhine cups, emboss'd with gems And studs of pearl ; to me
shouldst tell, who thirst And hunger still. Then embassies thou show*Bt
From nations far and nigh : what honour that, But tedious waste of time, to
sit and hear So many hollow compliments and lies, Outlandish flatteries ?
Then proceed'st to talk Of the emperor, how easily subdued, How
gloriously : I shall, thou say'st, ezpel A brutish monster ; what if [ withal
Ezpel a Devil who first made him suchi Let bis tormentor conscience find
him out; For him I was not sent ; nor yet to free That people, victor once,
now vile and base ; Deservedly made vassal ; who, once just. Frugal, and
mild, and temperate, conquer'd well. But govem ill the nations under yoke.



PARADISE REGAINED. 156 — 165. Peeling their provinces,
ezhausted ail By lost and rapine ; first ambitions grown Of triumph, That
insulting vanity ; Then cruel, by their sports to blood inured Of 6ghting
beasts, and men to beasts ezposed ; Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier
still. And from the daily scéne effeminate. What wise and valiant man
would seek to free These, thus degenerate, by themselves enslaved ? Or
coold of inward slaves make outward free ? Know tfaerefore, when my
season cornes to sit On David's throne, it shall be like a tree Spreading and
overshadowing ail the earth ; Or as a stone, that shall to pieces dash AU
monarchies besides throughout the world;' And of my kingdom there shall
be no end : Means there shall be to this ; but what the means, Is not for thee
to know, nor me to tell. To whom the Tempter, impudent, replied : I see ail
offers made by me how slight Thou valuest, because ofier'd, and reject'st :
Nothing will please the difficult and nice. Or nothing more than still to
contradict : On the other side know also thou, that I On what I offer set as
high esteem, Nor what I part with mean to give for nought ; AU thesé,
which in a moment thou behold'st, The kingdoms of the world, to thee I
give (For, given to me, I give to whom I please). No trifle ; yet with this
reserve, not else.



166 — 195. PARADISE REGMNED. B. IV. On this condition, if
tliou wilt fall down” And worship me as thy superior lord (Easily done),
and hold them ail of me ; For what can less so great a gift deserve ? Whom
thus our Saviour answer'd with diadain : I never Uked thy talk, thy offers
less ; Now both abhor, since thou hast dared to utter The abominable tenus,
impious condition : But I endure the time, till which expired Thou hast
permission on me. It is written, The first of ail commandments, Thou shalt
worship The Lord thy God, and only him shalt serve ; And darest thou to
the Son of God propound To worship thee accurs'd 1 now more accursed For
this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, And more blasphémons ; which
expect to rue. The Idngdoms of the world to thee were given ? Permitted
rather, and by thee usurp'd; Other donation none thou canst produce. If
given, by whom but by the King of kings, God over ail supréme ? If given
to thee, By thee how fairly is the giver now Repaid ! but gratitude in thee is
lost Long since. Wert thou so void of fear or shame. As offer them to me,
the Son of God 1 To mei my own, on such abhorred pact, That I fall down
and worship thee as God 1 Get thee behind me : plain thou now appear'st

That Evil one, Satan for ever damn'd. To whom the Fiend, with fear
abash*d, replied;
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PARABISE REOAINED. 196 — $!?5. Be not 80 sore offended,
Son of God, Though Sons of God both Angels are and Men, If I, to try
whether in higher sort Than thése thou bear'st that tille, have proposed What
both from Men and Angels I receiTe, Tetraichs of fire, air, flood, and on the
earth. Nations beside from ail the quarter'd winds, God of this world
invoked, and world beneath r Who then thou art, whose coming is foretold
To me most fatal, me it most concems ; The trial hath indamaged thee no
way, Rather more honour left and more esteem; I Me nought advantaged,
missing what I aim'd. * Therefore let pass, as they are transitory, The
kingdoms of this world ; I shall no more Advise thee ; gain them as thon
canst, or not. And thou thyself seem'st otherwise inclined Than to a worldly
crown ; addicted more To contemplation and profomid dispute. As by thlit
early action may be judged, When, slippxng from thy mother's eye, thou
went'st Alone into the Temple, there wast fouQd Among the gravest
Rabbies, disputant On points and questions fitting Moses' chair, Teaching,
not taught* The childhood shows the man, \ As moming shows the day: be
famous then * By wisdom; as thy empire must extend, So let extend thy
mind o'er ail the world In knowledge, idl things in it comprehend. Ail
knowledge is not couch'd in Moses' law. *
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296 — 255. PARADISB RE6AINBD. B. IV. The Pentateuch, or
what the Propheto wrote ; The Gentilea also know, and write, and teach To
admiration, led by Natore's light, And with the Gentilea mach thou must
converse» Roling them by persuasion, as thon mean'st ; Without their
leaming, how wilt thou with them» Or they with thee, hold conrersation
meet 1 How wiit thou reason with them, how réfute Their idolisms,
traditions, paradoxes t Error by his own arma ia beat evinced. Look once
more, ere we leave this specular mount, Westward, much nearer by south-
west, behold ; Where on the iEgean shore a city stands, Built nobly, pure
the air, and light the soil ; Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts And
¢loquence, native to famous wits Or hospitable, in her sweet recess, City or
suburban, studious walks and shades. See there the olive grove of Academe,
Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird Trills her thick-warbled notes the
summer long ; There flowery hill Hymettus, with. the sound Of bées'
industrious murmur, oft invites To studious musing ; there Ilissus rolls His
whispering stream : within the walls, then view The schoola of ancient
sages; his, who bred Great Alezander to subdue the world, Lyceum there,
and painted Stoa next ; There shalt thou hear and leam the secret power Of
harmony, in tones and numbers hit



PARADISE HEGAINBD. 256 — 285. By voice or hand; and
Tarious measured verse, “olian charma and Dorian lyric odes. And his vrho
gave tbem breath, but higher sung, Blind Melesignes, thence Homer caird,
Whose poem Phcebus challenged for his own : Thence what the lofty grave
tragedians taught In Chonis or lambic, teachers best Of moral prudence,
with delight received In brief sententious precepts, while they treat Of fate,
and chance, and change in human life, High actions and high passions best
describing : Thence to the famous orators repair, Those ancient» whose
resistless ¢éloquence Wielded at will that fierce démocratie, Shook the
arsenal, and fulmined over Greece To Macedon and Artazerzes' throne : To
sage Philosophy nezt lend thine ear, From Heaven descended to the low-
roof d house Of Socrates ; see there his tenement, Whom well inspired the
oracle pronounced lYiaest of men ; from whose mouth issued forth
Mellifluous streams, that water*d ail the schools Of Académies old and
new, with those Sumamed P”patetics, and the sect, * Epicurean, and the
Stoic severe ; These hére revolve, or, as thou likest, at home, Tiil time
mature thee to a kingdom's weight ; These rules will render thee a king
complete Within thyself, much more with empire join'd. To whom our
Saviour sagely thus replied : p t
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It 386—315. PARADIS({iS RBSAINEI>. B. IV, Think not bat that
I knovir thjsae tliings, or think I know them not; not therefore am I short Of
knowing what I ought : he who receives Light from above, from the
fonntam of light, No other doctrine needs, tbough granted true ; But these
are false, or little else but dreams, Conjectures, imcies, built on nothing
&rm. The first and wisest of them ail profess'd To know this only, tbat fae
nothing knew ; The next to fabhng fell, and smoolh conceits; A third sort
doubted aU things, though plain sensé¢ ; Others in virtoe placed felicity. But
virtue join'd with riches and long Ufe ; In corporsd pleasure he, and careless
ease ; The Stoic last in philosophie pride, By him call*d virtue ; and hie
virtuous man, Wise, perfect in himself, and ail possessing £qual to Go6” oh
shames not to prefer. As fearing God nor man, contemning ail Wealth,
pleasure, pain or tonnent, death and life, Which, when he lista, he leaves, or
boasts he can» For ail his tedious talk is but vain boast. Or subtle shifts
conviction to évade, Alas ! what can they teach« and not mislead. Ignorant
of thernselves. of God much more» And how the world began, and how
man fell Degraded by himself, on grace dependingl Much of the sotil they
talk, but ail awry. And in thernselves seek virtue, and to thernselves Al!
glory arrogate, to God giv« noue;
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PARA DISE REOAINED. Si 6 — 345. Rather accuse him under
usaal aames, Fortune and Fate, as one regardless quite Of mortal things.
Who therefore seeks in tbe«e True wisdom, finds ber not ; or, by delusion,
fl Falr worse, her falae xesembiance only meets, An empty cloud. However,
many books, Wise men bave said, are wearisome ; who reads Incessantly,
and to bis reading brings not A spirit and judgment equal or snperior, (And
what be brings wbat needs be elsewbere seekl) Uncertain and unsettled still
remaxns, Deep versed in books, and sballow in bimself, Crude or
intoxicate, coUecting toys And trifles for choice matters, wortb a sponge ;
As cbildren gatbering pebbies on tbe shore. Or, if I wonld deligbt my
private bonrs Witb music or witb poem, wbere so soon As in our native
language, can I find That solace ? Ail our law and story strew'd Witb
bymns, our psalms witb artful terms inacribed, Our Hebrew songs and
barps, in Babylon Tbat pleased so well our victor's ear, déclare Tbat ratber
Greece from us tbese arts derived ; III imitated, wbile tbey loadest sing Tbe
vices of their Deities, and tbeir own, In fable, bynin, or song, so personating
Tbeir Gods ridiculous, and themselves past sbame, Remove tbeir swelling
epithets tbick laid As vamisb on a barlot's cbeek, tbe rest, Tbin 80wn witb
aught of profit or deligbt, {2



346 — S7d. PARADISE REGAINEB. B. IV. Will far be found
unworthy to compare With Sion”s Bongs, to ail true tastes ezcelling, Where
God is praised aright, and Godlike mea, The Holieot of Holies, and his
Saints (Such are from God inspired, not such from thee), Unless where
moral virtue is ezpress*d By light of Nature, not in ail gnite lost. Their
orators thou theu extoirst, as those The top of €¢loquence ; statists indeed,
And loyers of their country, as may seem ; But herein to our prophets far
beneath, As men divinely taught, and better teaching The solid rules of civil
govemment. In their majestic unafifected style, Than ail the oratory of
Greece and Rome. In them is plainest taught, and easiest leamt* . What
makes a nation happy, and keeps it so, What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities
flat; These only with our law best form a king. So spake the Son of God ;
but Satan, now Quite at a loss (for ail his darts were spent), Thus to our
Saviour with stem brow replied : Since neither wealth nor honour, anns nor
aita, Kingdom nor empire, pleases thee, nor aught, By me proposed in life
contemplative Or active, tended on by glory or fam¢, What dost thou in this
world ? The wildemess For thee is fittest place ; I found thee there. And
thither will retum thee ; yet remember What I foretell thee, soon thou shalt
have cause



PARABISE RE6AINED. 376 — *"405. To wish'thou never hadst
rejected, tliUs Nicely or cautiously, my ofTer'd aid, Which would have set
thee in short time witli ease On David's throne, or throne of ail the world, .
Now at full age, fblness of time, thy season, When prophecies of thee are
best falfiU'd. Now contrary, if | read aught in Heaven, Or Heaven write
aught of fate, by what the stars Yoluminous, or single characters. In their
conjunction met, give me to spell, Sorrows and labours, opposition, hate
Attend thee, scoms, reproaches, injuries. Violence, and stripes, and lastly
cruel death : A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom, Real or
allégorie, I discem not ; Nor when ; etemal sure, as without end, Without
beginning : for no date prefix'd ¢ Directs me in the starry rubric set. So
saying he took (for still he knew his power Not y et expired), and to the
wildemess Brought back the Son of God, and left him theie, Feigning to
disappear. Darkness now rose. As daylight sunk, and brought in lowering
Night, Her shadowy ofTspring ; unsubstantial both. Privation mere of light
and absent day. Dur Saviour meek, and with untroubled mind After his aery
jaunt, though hurried sore, Hongry and cold, betook him to his rest,
Wherever, under some conc6urse of shades, Wiiose branching arms thick
intertwined might shield
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406—435. PARAJ>IS£ REGAINED. B. I'V. From dews and
damps of night his shelterV1 head ; But, shelter'd, siept in vain ; for at his
head The Tempter watch'd, and soon with ugly dieams Disturb'd his sleep.
And either tropic now 'Gan thonder, and both ends of Heaven ; the clouds,
From many a horrid rift, abortive poor'd Fierce rain with lightning mix'd,
water with fire In ruin recondled : nor slept the winds Within their stony
caves, but Tush*d abroad From the four hinges of the world, and fell On the
vex'd wildemess, whose tallest pines, Though rooted deep as high, and
sturdiest oaks, Bow'd their stiffnecks, loaden with stormy blasts, m Or tom
up sheer. 111 wast thon shrouded thoi, O patient Son of God, yet only
stood'st Unshaken ! Nor yet staid the terror there ; Infernal ghosts and
hellish furies round [shziek'd, Environ'd thee, some howrd, some yelFd,
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou Sat'st unappaird in calm and
sinless peace ! Thus pass'd the night so fouJ, till Moming filir Came forth,
with pilgrim steps, in amice gray ; W'ho with her radiant finger stiird the
roar Of thunder, cbased the clouds, and laid the winds And grisly spectres,
which the Fiend had raised To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. And
now the sun with more effectuai beams Had cheer'd the face of earth, and
dried the wet From drooping plant or dropping tree ; the birds, Who ail
things now behold more fresh and green.
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PARADISE REOANED. 436—465. After a night of storm so
ruinous, Clear'd up their choicest notes in bush and spray, To gratulate the
sweet return of morn. Nor y et, amidat this joy and brightest morn, Was
absent, after ail bis mischief done, The Prince of darkness ; glad woald also
seem Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came ; Yet with no new device
(they ail were spent), Rather by this his last a£front resolved, Desperate of
better course, to vent his rage And mad despite to be so oft repell'd. Him
walking on a sunny hill he found, Back'd on the north and west by a thick
wood ; Out of the wood he starts in wonted shape. And in a careless mood
thos to him said : Fair moming yet betides thee. Son of God. After a dismal
night : I heard the wrack, As earth and sky would mingle ; but myself Was
distant ; and theése flaws,though mortals fearthem As dangerous to the
pillar'd frame of Heaven, Or to the earth's dark basis undemeatli. Are to the
main as inconsiderable And harmless, if not wholescMne, as a sneeze To
man's less universe, and soon are gone ; Yet, as being ofttimes nozious
where they light On man, beast, plant, wastefiil and turbulent, Like
torbulencies in the afiairs of men, Over whose heads they roar, and seem to
point, They oft foresignify and threaten ill : This tempeat at this désert most
was bent”®



466 — 495. PARADISB RE6AINBD. B. IV. Of meo at thee, for
only thou liere dweirst. Did I not tell thee, if thou didst reject The perfect
season offer'd with my aid To win thy destined seat, but wilt prolong AU to
the push of fate, porsue thy way Of gaining David's throne, no man knows
when. For both the when and how is no where told 7 Thou shalt be what
thou art ordain'd, no doubt; For Angels bave proclaim'd it, but concealing
The time and means. £ach act is rightliest dose, Not when it must, but when
it may be best : If thou observe not this, be sure to find, What I foretold
thee, many a hard assay Of dangers, and adversities, and pains, £re thou of
Israel's sceptre get fast hold ; Whereof this ominous night, that closed thee
round, So many texrors, voices, prodigies, May wam thee as a sure
foregoing sign. So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on And staid not,
but in brief him answer'd thus : Me worse. than wet thou find'st not ; other
haim Those terrors, which thou speak'st of, did me none ; I never fear'd they
could, though noisingloud And threatening nigh ; what they can do, as signs
Betokening, or i}1 boding, I contemn As false portents, not sent from God,
but thee; Who, knowing I shall reign past thy preventing, Obtiudest thy
offer'd aid, that I, accepting, At least might seem to hold ail power of thee.
Ambitions Spirit ! and wouldst be thought my God >
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PARAD:ISE regained: 496->525. And stonn*8t refused, thinking
to terrify Me to thy will ! desist (thou art discem'd. And toil'st in vain), nor
me in vaili moleét. To whom the Fiend, now swoln with rage, repUed Then
hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born, For Son of God to me is yet in doubt ;
Of the Messiah I had heard foretold By ail tlie Prophete ; of thy birtb at
length, Announced by Gabriel, with the first I knew. And of the angelic
song in Bethlehem field. On liiy birthnight that sung thee Saviour boni,
From that time seldom have I ceased to eye Thy infancy, thy childhood, and
thy youth, Thy manhood last, though yet in private bred ; Till at the ford of
Jordan, whither ail Flock to the Baptist, I among the rest (Though not to be
baptized), by voice from Heaven Heard thee pronounced the Son of God
beloved. Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view And narrower
scrutiny, that I might leam In what degree or meaning, thou art call'd The
Son of God ; which bears no single sens¢, The Son of God I also am, or
was; And if [ was, I am ; relation stands ; AU men are sons of God ; yet thee
I -thought la 8ome respect far higher, so declared : « Therefore I watch'd thy
footsteps from that hoiir. And follow'd thee still on to this waste wild ',
Where, by ail best conjectures, I collect Thou art to.be my fatal enemy :
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31i6 — 555, PARADISE REOAINED¢ B. IV. Good reason then if
I befoiehand seek To understand my adversaiy, who And what be ia ; his
wisdom, power, intent ; By pari or compositioii, trace or league, To win
him, or win from him what I can ; An opportnnity I here ha”e had, To try
thee, sift thee, and confess have found thee Proof against ail temptation, as
a rock Of adamant, and, as a centre, firm ; To the utmost of meére Man both
wise and good, Not more ; for hemoars, riches, kingdoms, glory Have been
bef(H« contemn'd, and may again. Therefore, to know what more thou art
than Man, Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heaven, Another
method I must now begin. So saying, he caught him up, and, without wing
Of hippogrif, bore through the air sublime, Over the wildemess and o*er the
plain, Till undemeatth them fair Jérusalem, The holy city lifted high her
towers. And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd Her pile, fxt off appearing
like a mount Of alabaster, topp'd with golden spires : There on the highest
pinnacle he set The Son of God : and added thus in scom : There stand, if
thou wilt stand ; to stand upright Will ask thee skill ; I to thy Father's house
Have brought thee, and highest placed ; highest il be8t : Now show the
progeny ; if not to stand, Cast thyself down : safely, if Son of God :
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*PARADISE RBGAINBD. 556-"385. For it is written, ** He will
give command Conceming thee to his Angels, in their hands They shall
uplift thee, lest at any time Thou chance to dash thy foot against a stone."
To whom tlius Jésus : Also it is written, " Tempt not the Lord thy God/' He
said, and stood : But Satan, smitten with amazement, fell, As when earth's
son Antsus (to compare Small things with greatest), in Irassa strove With
Jove's Aicides, and oft foil'd, still rose, Receiving from his mother earth
new strength, Fresh from his &11, and fiercer grapple join'd, Throttled at
length in the air, expired and feii ; So, after many a foil, the Tempter proud,
Kenewing fresh assaults amidst his pride, Fell whence he stood to see his
victor fall : And as that Theban monster, that proposed Her riddle, and him
who solved it not devour'd. That once foond ont and solved, for grief and
spite Cast herself headlong from the Innenian steep $ So, struck with dread
and anguish, fell the Fiend, And to his crew, that sat consulting, brought (
Joyless triumphals of his hoped success) Ruin and desperation and dismay,
Who dont so proudly tempt the Son of God. So Satan fell, and straight a
fiery globe Of Angels on full sail of wing 4éw nigh, Who on their plumy
vans received him soft From his uneasy station, and upbore, As on a
floating cooch, throagh the blithe air ;



"6—615. PARADI18E REOAINED. B. iv. Then, in a.flowezy
valley, set liim down On a green bank, and set before him spread A table of
celestiiU food, divine Ambrosial fruits, fetch'd firom tb¢ tree of 1i£B, And,
from the fount of life, ambrosial drink, Tbat soon refresh'd him wearied,
and repair'd What hungjsr, if aught hunger, had impair*d. Or thirst ; and, as
he fed, angelic quires Sung heavenly anthems of his victory Over
Temptation and the Tempter proud : True image of the Father ; whether
throned In the bosom of bliss, and light of Ught Congeiving : or, remote
from Heaven enshrined In aeshly tabernacle, and human form, Wandering
the wildemess ; whatever pl&ce. Habit, or state, or motion, still ezpressing ©
The Son of God, with godlike force endued Against the attempter of thy
Father's throne. And thief of Paradise I Him long of old Thou didst debel,
and down from Heaven cast W;th ail bis army ; now thou hast avenged
Supplanted Adign, and, by vanquishing Temptation hast regain*d lost
Paradise, And frustrated the conquest fraudulent. , He neVjBr more
henceforth will dare set foot In Paradise to tempt ; his snares are broke :
For, though that seat of earthly bliss be fail'd, A fairer Paradise is founded
now For Adam and his chosen sqns, whom thou, A Sayiour, art corne down
to reinstall,



PARADISB REOAINED. 616 — &39. Where they shall dwell
secure, when time shall be, Of Tempter and Temptadon without fear. But
thou, infernal Serpent ! shalt not long Rule in the clouds : like an autamnal
star, Or lightning, thou shalt fall from Heaven, trod down Under his feet :
for proof, ere this thou feePst Thy wound (yet not thy last and deadliest
wound)« By this repuise received, and hold*st in Hell No triumph : in ail
her gates Abaddon rues Thy bold attempt. Hereafter leam with awe To
dread the Son of God : He, ail unarm'd, Shall chase thee« with the terror of
his voice, From thy demoniac holds, possession foui, Thee and thy 1égions;
yelling they shall fly. And beg to hide them in a herd of swine. Lest he
command them down into the deep, Bound, and to tonnent sent before their
time. — Hail, Son of the Most High, heir of both worlds™ Queller of Satan !
On thy glorious work Now enter ; and begin to save mankind. Thus they the
Son of God, our Saviour meek Sung Victor, and, from heavenly feast
refresh'd, Brought on his way with joy ; he, unobserved. Home to his
mother's house private retum'd«
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urrwillingly this rest

Their superstition ywlds me;
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SAMSON AGONISTES. DRAMATIC POEM. ARISTOT. Pva.
Cap. 6. XVagosdil e«t imitatio actionis nerm, &c. per miserkordiam et '
metam perficiens taliam afieetuam lastratiooem. OF THAT SORT OF
DRAMATIC POEM WHICH 18 CALLEQ TRAGEDY. T&AOEDT, as it
was andeptly composed, hath been. ever held the grarest, moralest,. and
most profitable of ail other poems : therefore said by Aristotle to be of
power, by raising pity and fear, ox terror, to purge the mind of those aad
such like passions ; tbat is, to temper and reduce them to just measure with
a kind of deUght, stirred up by reading or seeing tbose passions well
imitated. Nor is Nature wanting in her own effects to make good bis
assertion: for so> in physic, things of melancboEc hue and quality are used
against melancboly, sour against sour, sait to remove sait humours. Hence
philosophers and other gravest writerSy-as Cicero, Plutarch, and others,
frequently cite oat of tragic poets, both to adom and illustrate their
discourse. The apostle Paul himself thought



s SAMSON AGONISTES. it not unworthy to in sert a verse of
Euripides into the tezt of Holy Scripture, 1 Cor» zv. SS ; and Paraeus,
cominentiiig on the Reyelation, divides the whole hook, as a tragedy, into
acts, distingoished each by a chorus of heavenly harpings and aong
between. Heretofore men in highest dignity have* laboured not a little to be
thought able to compose a tragedy. Of that honour Dionysius the elder was
no less ambitions than before of his attaining to the tyrandy. Augustus
Caesar also had begun his Ajax, but, unable to please his own judgment
with what he had begun, left it unfinished. Seneca, the philosopher, is by
some thought the author of those tragédies (at least the best of thein) that go
under that name. Gregory Nazianzen, a Father of the Charch, thought it not
unbeseeming the sanctity of his person to Write a tragedy, which is entitled
Christ mffering, This is mentioned to vindicate tragedy from the small
esteem or rather infamy, which in the account of many it undergoes at this
day with other common interludes j happening through the poet's error of
intermixing comic stuff with tragic sadness and gra” vity ; or introdudng
trivial and vulgar persons, which . by ail judicious hath been counted
absurd; and brought in without discrétion, corruptly to gratify the people.
And though ancient Tragedy use no prologue, yet using sometimes, in case
of self-defence, or ezplanation, that which Martial calls an espistle ; in
behalf.of this tragedy coming forth after the ancient manner, much différent
from what among us



8AMSON AGONISTES. 3 passes for best, thus much beforehand
may be epistled ; that Chorus is here introduced after the Greek manner, not
anci™t only but modem, and still in use among the Italians. In the
modelling therefore of this poem, with good reason, the Ancients and
Italians are rather foUowed, as of much more authori”™ and famé. The
measure of verse used in the Chorus is of ail sorts, called by the Greeks
Monostrophic, or rather Apolelymenon, without regard had to Strophe,
Antistrophe, or Epode, which were a kind of stanzas framed only for the
music, then used with the Chorus that sung ; not essential to the poem, and
therefore not material ; or, being divided into stanzas or pauses, they may be
called Allaeostropha. Division into act and scene, referring chiefly to the
stage (to which this work never was intended), is heré omitted, It suffices if
the whole drama be found not produced beyond the fifth act. Of the style
and uniformity, and that commonly called the plot, whether intricate or
explicit, which is nothing indeed but such economy or disposition of the
fable as may stand best with verisimilitude and décorum ; they only will
best judge who are not unacquainted with “schylus, Sophocles, and
Euripides, the three tragic poets unequalled yet by any, and the best rule to
ail who endeavour to write tragedy. The circumscription of time wherein the
whole Drama begins and ends is, according to ancient rule and best
ezample, within the space of twenty-four hours.
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THE ARGUMENT. Sanwon, made captive, biind, and now in the
prison aC Gaza, there to labour as iu a common workhoose, on a festival
day, in the génerai cessation from laboar, cornes forth into the open air, to a
place nigh, somewbat retired, tbere to ait awbUe and bemoan bis condition.
Whbere be bappens at length to be Visited by certain friends and eqaais of
bis tribe, which make the Choras, wfao seek to comfort him wbattbey can ;
tben by bis old fatber Manoah, who endeavonrs the like, and witbal tells
him liis parpose to procure Iris liberty by rausom ; lastly, that this feast was
proclaimed by the Fbilistines as a day of thanksgiving for their deliverance
th>ni the bands of Samson, which yet more troubles him. Manoah tben
rédemption ; who in the mean while is viiiited by other persons ; *and lastly
by a poblic officer to require bis coming to the feast before the lords and
people, to play or show bis strength, iu their présence ; he at first refuses,
disniissing the public oflicer with alMolnte déniai to corne ; at length,
persuaded inwardly that thb was trom God, be yields to go along vvith him,
wbo came now the second time with great threatenings to fetcb him. The
Chorus yet remainiug on tbe place, Manoali retarna f ull of joy fui hope to
procure ere long bis son's deliverance ; in tbe midst of whicb discoune a
Hebrew o
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SAMSON AGONISTES. THE PER30NS. Samson. Manotth, the
Father of Samttm, Daiila, his Wife, Harapha, of Gatk. Puilie Officer.
Mesienger. Chorus of Danites, The Scene before the Prison in Gaza.
Samson, Attendant leading him, A UTTLE onward lend thy guiding faaad
To these dark stepa, a little farther cm ; For yonder bank hath choice of sun
or «faade : There I am wont to sit wben any chance Relieves me from my
task of serviie toil, Daily in the common prison else enjoin'd me, Where I, a
prisoner chain'd, scarde freely draw The air iinprison*d also, close and
damp, Unwholesome draught : but here I feel amenda, The breath of
Heayen fresh blowing, pare and sweet, With dayspnng bom ; hére leaive me
to respire”™ — This day a solemn feast the people bold To Dagon, their sea-
idol, and fbrbid Xiaborious works ; nnwillingly tfaxs rest 02



6 SAMSON AOONISTES. Their superstition yields me ; hence
with leare Retiring from the popular noise, I seek This unfrequented place
to find some ease, Ease to the body some, none to the mind From restless
thoughts, that, like a deadly swarm Of homets arm'd, no sooner found
alone. But rush upon me thronging, aad présent Times past, what once I
was, and what am now. O, wherefore was my birth from Ueaven foretold
Twice by an Angel, who at last in sight Of both my parents ali in fidmes
ascended From off the altar, where an offering bum'd. As in a fiery column
charioting His godlike présence, and frt)m some great act Or benefit
reveal*d to Abraham's race T Why was my breeding order'd and prescribed
As of a person separate to God, Design'd for great exploits ; if I must die
Betray'd, captived, and both my eyes put out, Made of my enemies the
scom and gaze ; To grind in brazen fetters under task With this Heaven-
giftedstrength? O gloriousstrength. Put to the labour of a beast, debased
Lower than bondslave ! Promise was that [ Should Isra€l from Philistian
yoke deliver ; Ask for this great deliverer now, and find him Eyeless in
Gaza at* the mill with slaves, Himself in bonds under Philistian yoke : Yet
stay, let me not rashly call in doubt Divine prédiction ; what if ail foretold



SAMSON AOONISTES. *i Had been fulfiH'd but throagh mine
own default, Whom have I to complain of but myself? Who this high gift of
strength committed to me» In what part lodged, howeasily bereft me»
Under the seal of silence could not keep, Bue weakiy to a woman must
reveal it, O'ercome witb importunity and tears. O impotence of mind, in
body strong ! But what is strength without a double share Of wisdomi vast,
unwieldy, burdensome, Froudly secure, yet liable to fall By weakest
subtleties, not made to ruie. But to subserve where wisdom bears command
I God, when he gave me strength, to show withal How slight the gift was,
hung it in my hair. But peace, I must not quarrel with the will Of highest
dispensatiou, which herein Haply had ends above my reach to know : m
Suffices that to me strength is my bane, And proves the source of ail my
miseries ; So many, and so huge, that each apart Would ask a life to wail ;
but chief of ail, O lo&s of sight, of thee I most complain ! Blind among
enemies, O worse than chains, Dungeon, or beggary, or décrépit age 1 Light,
the prime work of God, to me is eztinct, And ail her varions objects of
delight AnnuU'd, which might in part my grief have easedf Inferior to the
vilest now become Of man or worm : the vilest hére excel me ;
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9 SAMSON A60NISTES. They creep, yet aee ; I, dark in light
ezposed To daily firaad, contempt, abuse, and wrong, Within doors or
without, still as a fool, In power of otheT8,>neYer in my own ; Scarce half I
seem to live, dead more than half. O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of
noon, Irrecoverably dark, total éclipse Without ail hope of day ! O first
created Beam, and thou great Word, " Let there be Ught, and ligbt was OTer
ail ;** Why am I thus bereaved thy prime decree 1 The Sun to me is dark
And sUent as the moon, When she déserts the night, Hid in her vacant
interlunar cave. Since light so necessary is to life. And almost life itaelf, if it
be true That light is in the sotl, She ail in every part ; why was the sight To
such a tender bail as the eye confined, So obvious and so easy to be
quench'd ? And not, as feeUng, through ail parts difiiised, That she might
look at wUI through every pore ? Then had I not been thus exiled from
light. As in the land of darkness, yet in light, To live a life half dead, a
living death. And buried ; but, O yet more misérable ! Myself my sepulchre,
a moving grave ; Buried, yet not exempt, By privilege of death and burial.
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SAMSON A60N1STES. 9 From wont of other evils, pains and
wrongs ; But made hereby obnozious more To ail the miseries of life, Life
in captivity Among inhuman foes. But who are theése 1 foi with joint pace |
hear The tread of many feet steering this way ; Perhaps my enemies, who
corne to stare At my affliction, and perhaps to insuit, Their daily practice, to
afflict me more. Enter Chorvs. Cho. This, this is fae; softly awhile, Let us
not break in upon him : O change beyond report, thought, or belief ! See
how he lies at random, carelessiy diffused, With languishM head unpropp'd
As one past hope, abandon*d. And by himself given over ; In slavish habit,
ill fitted weeds O'erworn and soil'd ; Or do my eyes misrepresent 1 Can this
be he, That heroic, that renown'd. Irrésistible Samsonl whom unarm'd
[stand; No strength of man, or fiercest wild beast, could withWho tore the
lion, as the lion tears the kid ; Ran on embattled armies clad in iron ; And,
weaponless himself, Made arms ridiculous, useless the forgery Of brazen
shield and spear, the hammer'd cuirass.
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10 SAMSON AGONISTESU Cbaly'bean temper'd steel» and
frock of mail Adamantéan proof i Bat safest he who stood aloof, When
iDsupportably his foot advanced. In scom of their proud arms and warlike
tools» Spam'd them to death by troops® The bold Ascalonite Fled from his
lion ramp ; old warriors tum'd Their plated back» under his heel ; Or,
grovelling, soil'd their crested belmets in the du8t« Then with what trivial
weapon came to hand, The jaw of a dead ass, his sword of bone, A thousand
foreskins fell, the flower of Palestine, In Rameth-lechii famous to this day.
Then by main force pull'd up and on his shoulders bore The gates of Assa,
post™ and massy bar, Up to the hill by Hebron, seat of giants old. No
joumey of a sabbath-day, and loaded so ; Like whom the gentiles feign to
bear up Ueaven. Which shall I 6rst bewail, Thy bondage or lost sight;
Prison within prison Inseparably dark 1 Thou art become (O worst
imprisonment j) The dungeon of thyself ; thy soll» [plain) (Which men
enjoying sight oft withoat cause com* Imprison'd now indeed, In real
darkness of the body dwells, Shut up from outward light To incorporate
with gloomy night ; For inward light, alas ! . .



3AMSON AGONISTES8« 11 Puts forth no yisual beam» O mirror
of our fickle state, Since man on earth unparallerd ! The rarer tby ezample
stands, By hoW mnch from the top of wondrous glory, Strongest of mortal
men, To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fallen* For him I reckon not
in high estate Whom long descent of birth, Or the sphere of fortune, raises ;
But thee whose strength, while virtue was her mate, Might have subdued
the earth, UniTersally crown'd with highest praises* Sam. I hear the sound
of words ; their sensé the air Dissolves unjointed ére it reach my ear. Cho.
He speaks, let us draw nigh. Matchless in The glory late of Isra€l, now the
grief; [might, We corne, thy friends and neighbours not unknown, From
Eshtaol and Zora's fruitful vale, To visit or bewail thee ; or, if better,
Counsel or consolation we may bring. Salve to thy sores ; apt words have
power to swage The tumeurs of a troubled mind. And are as balm to fester'd
wounds. Sam, Your coming, Friends, revives me ; for I leam, Now of my
own expérience, not by talk, How counterfeit a coin they are who friends
Bear in their superscription (of the most I would be understood) ; in
prosperous days They swarm, but in adverse withdraw their head»
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12 SAMSON AGONISTES. Not to be found, though sought. Ye
see, O Friends, How many evils bave enclosed me round ; Yet tbat wbich
was tbe worst now least afflicts me, Blindness; for bad I sight, confosed
witb sbame, How could I once look up, or beave tbe bead, Wbo, like a
foolisb pilot, bave sbipwreck'd My vessel trusted to me from above,
Gloriously rigg'd ; and for a word, a tear, Pool ! bave divulged tbe secret
gift of God To a deceitful woman? tell me, Friends, Am I not sung and
proverb'd for a fool In every streetl do tbey not say, bow well Are coihe
upon bim bis déserts : yet wby 1 Immeaanrable strengtb tbey migbt bebold
In me, of wisdom notbing more tban mean ; Tbis witb tbe otber sbould, at
least, bave pair*d, Tbese two, proportion'd ill, drove me transverse. ChO¢
Tax not divine disposai ; wisest men Have err'd, and by bad women been
deceived ; And sball again, prétend tbey ne'er so wise. Deject not tben so
overmucb tbyself, Wbo bast of sorrow tby fiiU load besides : Yet, trutb to
say, I oft bave beard men wonder Wby tbou sbouldst wed Pbilistian women
rather Tban of tby own tribe fairer, or as fair, At least of tby own nation, and
as noble. Sam. Tbe first I saw at Timna, and sbe pleased Me, not my
parents, tbat I sougbt to wed Tbe daugbter of an infidel : Tbey knew not
Tbat wbat I molion'd was of God ; I knew
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SAMSON AOONI{STES. 13 From intimate impulse» and
therefore urged The marriage on ; that by occasion hence I might begin
Israers delivenince, The work to which I was divinely call'd. She proving
false, the nazt I took to wife (O that I never had ! fond wish too lato), Was
in the vale of Soiec, Dalila, That specious nonster, ray accomplish'd snare. '
I thought it lawful from my former act, And the same end : still watching to
oppress Israel's oppressors: of what now I suffer She was not the prime
cause, bat I myself, Who» vanquish'd with a peal of words, (O weakness ! )
Gave up my fort of silence to a woman. Clio, In seeking just occasion to
proToke The Philistine, thy country's enemy, Thou never wast remiss, I bear
thee witness: Yet Israél still serves with ail his sons. Sam, That fault I take
not on me, but transfer On Israel's govemors and heads of tribes, Who,
seeing those great acts which God had done Singly by me against their
conquerors, Acknowledged not, or not at ail considered» Deliverance
offer'd : I on the other side Used no ambition to commend my deeds ; [doer
: The deeds themselves, though mute, spoke loud the But they persisted
deaf, and would not seem To count them things worth notice, till at length
Their lords the Philistines with gather'd powers Enter 'd Judea seeking me,
who then



14 SAMSON AGONISTBS. Safe to the rock of Etham was
retired ; Not flying, but forecasting in what placd To set upon them, what
advantaged beat ; Meanwhile the men of Judah» to prevent The harass of
their land, beset me round ; I willingly on some conditions came Into their
hands, and they as gladly yield me To the uncircumcised a welcome prey,
Bound witli two cords ; but cords to me were threadé Touch'd with the
flame : on their whole host I flew Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon felVd
Their choicést youth ; they only lived who fled. Had Judah that day join'd,
or one whole tribe, They had by .this possess'd the towers of Gath, And
lorded over them whom they now serve : But what more oft, in nations
grown corrupt. And by their vices brought to servitude, Than to love
bondage more than liberty, Bondage with ease than strenuous liberty ; And
to despise, or envy or suspect Whom God hath of bis spécial favour raised
As their deliverer 1 If he aught begin, How fréquent to désert him, and at
last To heap ingratitude on worthiest deeds 1 Cho, Thy words to my
remembrance bring How Succoth and the fort of Penuel Their great
deliverer contemn'd, The matchless Gideon, in pursuit Of Madian andher
vanquish'd kings: And how ingratefol Epluraim



CAMSON A60NISTES* 1a Had dealt with Jephtba, who by
argument” Not worse than by bis sbield and spear, Defended Israél from tbe
Ammonite, Had not bis prowess quelVd tbeir pride In tbat sore battle, wben
so many died Witbout reprieve adjudged to deatb. For want of well
pronoancing Sbibboleth. Sam, Of sucb ezamples add me to tbe roll ; Me
easily indeed mine may neglect. But God's proposed deliverance not so,
Cho. Just are tbe ways of God, And justifiable to Men ; Unless tbere be,
wbo think not God at ail : If any be, tbey walk obscure ; For of sucb
doctrine never was tbere scbool. But tbe beart of tbe fool. And no man
tberein doctor but bimself. Yet more tbere be, wbo doubt bb ways not just,
As to bis own edicts found contradicting, Tben give tbe reins to wandering
tbougbt, Regardless of bis glory's diminution ; Till, by tbeir own
perplezities involved, Tbey ravel more, still less resolved, But never find
self-satisfying solution. As if tbey would confine tbe Interminable,And tie
bim to bis own prescript, Wbo made our laws to bind us, not bimself, And
batb. full rigbt to exempt Wbomso it pleases bim by cboice From national
obstriction, witbout tainc
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16 SBAMSON AOOniSTES, Of sin or 1égal debt ; For with his
own laws he caa best dispoise. He woald not elge, wbo nerer wanted means,
Nor in respect of the enemj jost cause, To set his people free, Have
prompted this heroic Nazarite» Against his tow of strictest purity, To seek in
marriage that fallacious bride, Unclean, unchaste. I)own,reason, tben ; at
least, vain reinomngs» down ; Though reason here aver, That moral verdict
quits her of nnclean : Unchaste was subséquent, her stain, not his. But see !
here cornes thy révérend Sire With careful step, locks white as down» Old
Manoah : Advise Forthwith how thou ought'st to receive him. mSam. Ay me
I'another inward grief, awaked With mention of that name, renews the
assault. Enter Manoah. Man, Brethren and men of Dan, for such ye seem,
Though in this uncouth place; if old respect. As I suppose, towards your
once gl
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 17 That invincible Samson, fai
renown'd, The dread bf Israers foes, who, with a strength Equivalent to
Angels', walk'd their streets None offering fight ; whil single combatant
Duel'd their armies rank'd in proud array» Himself an anny, now unequal
match To save himself against a coward aim'd At one spear'fl length. O ever
failing trust In mortal strength ! and oh ! what not in man Deceivable and
vain? Nay, what thing good Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our banel I
pray'd for children. and thought barrenness In wedlock a reproach ; I gain'd
a son. And such a son as ail men hail'd me happy ; — Who would be now a
father in my stead 1 O wherefore did God grant me my request, And as a
blessing with such pomp adom'dl Why are his gifts désirable, to tempt Our
eamest prayers, then, given with solemn hand As graces, draw a scorpion's
tail behind 1 For this did the Angel twice descend ? for this Ordain'd thy
nurture holy, as of a plant Select, and sacred, glorious for awhile, The
miracle of men ; then in an hour Ensnared, assaulted, overcome, led bound,
Thy foes' dérision, captive, poor, and blind, Into a dungeon thrust, to work
with slaves? Alas ! methinks whom God hath chosen once To worthieat
deeds, if he through'frailty err, He shovld not so o'erwhelm, and as a thrall



18 SAMSON AGONISTES. Subject him to flo foui indignities,
Be it but for honour's sake of former deeds. Sam» Appoint not heavenly
disposition, Father ; Nothing of aU these evils hath befallen me But justly ;
I my self have brought them on, Sole author I, sole cause : If aught seem
vile. As vile hath been my folly, who bave profaned The mystery of God
given me under pledge Of vow, and bave betray'd it to a woman, A
Canaanite, my faithless enemy. This well I knew, nor was at ail surprised.
But wam'd by oft expérience : Did not she Of Timna first betray me, and
reveal The secret wrested from me in her highth Of nuptial love profess'd,
carrying it straight To them who had corrupted her, my spies And rivais'! In
this other was there found More faith, who also in her prime of love,
Spousal embraces, vitiated with gold, Though offer'd only, by the scent
conceived Her spurious first-born, treason against me 1 Thrice she assay'd
with flattering prayers and sighs. And amorous reproaches, to win from me
My capital secret, in what part my strength Lay stored , in what part
summ'd, that she might know ; Thrice I deluded her, and tum'd to sport Her
importunity, each time perceiving How openly, and with what impudence
She purposed to betray me, and (which was worse Than undissembled hate)
with what contempt
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ISAMfiON A60MISTES. 19 She sougM to make me triitor to
mjBfM; Yet the fourth time, wheiii mustering ail ber wiles, With blandish'd
parleys, femmine assaults, Tongue-batteries» sbe surceased not, day nor
night, To 8torm me overwatch'd, and wearied out, At times wben men seek
most repose and rest» I yielded, and unlock'd ber ail my beart» Wbo, witb a
grain of manbood well resolved, Migbt easily bave sbook off ail ber snazes
: £at foal effeminacy beld me yoked Her bond-slave ; O indignity, O blot To
bonour and religion ! servile mind Rewarded well witb servile punisbment !
Tbe base degree to wbicb I now am lallen, Tbese.raga» tbis grinding is uot
yet so base As was my former servitude, ignoble, Unmanly, ignominious,
infamous, True slavery, and tbat blindness worse tban tbis, Tbat saw not
bow degenerately I served. Man, I cannot piaise tby maniag&cboices. Son,
Rather approved tbem not ; but tbou didst plead Divine impulsion,
prompting bow tbou migbt'st Find some occasion to infest our £oes. I State
not tbat ; tbis I am sure, our foes Found soon occasion tbereby to make tbee
Tbeir captive and tbeir triumpb; tbou tbe sooner Temptation found'st, or
overpotent cbarms, To violate tbe sacred trust of silence Deposited witbin
tbee ; wbicb to bave kept Tadt was in tby power : true -, and tbou bear'st a



SO SAMSON AGONISTES. Enough, and more, the burden of
that faalc ; Bitterly hast thou paid, and still art paying, That rigid score. A
worse thing yet remaina f This day the Philistines a popular feast Here
celebrate in Gaza; and proclaim Great pomp, and sacrifice, and praises
loud, To Dagon, as their god who hath deliver'd Thee, Samsou, bound and
blind into their hands, Them out of chine, who slew'st them many a slain.
So Dagon shall be magnifiedi and God, Besides whom 1s no god, compared
with idols, Disglorified, blasphemed, and had in scom By the idolatrons
rout amidst their wine ; Which to have corne to pass by means of thee,
Samson, of ail thy sufiPerings think the heaviest, Of ail reproach the most
with shame that ever Could have befallen thee and thy father's house, Sam.
Father, I do acknowledge and confess That I this honour, I this pomp bave
brought To D*on, and advanced bis praises high Among the Heathen round
; to God bave brought Dishonour, obloquy, and oped the moaths Of idolists
and atheists ; have brought scandai To Israél, diffidence of God, and doubt
In feeble hearts, propense enough before To waver, or fall off and join with
idols ; Which is my chief affliction, shame, and sorrow, The anguish of my
solll, that suffers not Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoughts to rest. This
only hope relieves me, that the strife



SAMSON AGONISTES. SI With me hath end ; ail the contést is
now '"Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath presumed, Me overthrown, to
enter lists with God, His deity comparing and prefening Before the God of
Abraham. He, be sure, Will not connive or linger thus provoked, But will
arise, and his great name assert : Dagon must stoop, and shall ere long
receive Such a discpmfit, as shall quite despoil liim Of ail these boasted
trophies won on me, And with confusion blank his worshippers. Man, With
cause this hope relieves thee, and thése words "~ I as a prophecy receive ;
for God, Nothing more certain, will not long defer To Tindicate the glory of
his Name Against ail compétition, nor will long Endure it doubtful whether
God be Lord, Or Dagon. But for thee what shall be done t Thou must not, in
the mean while here forgot, Lie in this misérable loathsome plight,
Neglected. I already have made way To some PhiUstian lords, with whom
to treat About thy ransom ; well they may by this Have satisfied their.
utmost of revenge By pains and slaveries, worse than death inaicted On
thee» who now no more canst do them harm. Sam. Spare that proposai,
Father; spare the trouble Of that Bolicitation ; let me here. As I desenre, pay
on my punishment ; u2
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92 SAHSON AfiOmSTES. And ezpiate, if poadble» my crime»
Shamdfttl garrulity. To have reveal'd Secrets of men, the secrets of a friend,
How heinous had the fact been, how deservinf* Contempt and scom of ail,
to be ezduded Ail friendship, and avoided as a blah, The mark of fool set on
his front? But I God's counsel bave not kept, his holy secret
Presumptuously have publish'd, impiously, Weakly at least, and shamefully
; a sin That Gentiles in their parables condemn To their abyss and horrid
pains confined. Man, Be pénitent, and for thy iault contrite ; Bat act not in
thy own affliction. Son : Repent the sin ; but, if the punishment Thou canst
avoid, self-"reserration bids ; Or the exécution leave to high disposai. And
let another hand, not thine, exact Thy pénal forfeit from thyself: perhaps
God will relent, and quit thee ail his debt; Who evermore approves, and
more accepts (Best pleased with humble and filial submission), Him, who,
imploring mercy, sues for life, Than who, self-rigorous, choose» death as
due ; Which argues overjust, and self-displeased For self-ofience, more than
for God offended. Reject not then what offer'd means, who knows But God
hath set before us, to retum thee Home to thy country and his sacred house,
Where thou mayst bring thy offerings, to avert His further ire, with prayers
and tows renew'd.
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SAMSON AGONISTBS. 35 Sam, His pardon I implore ; but as
for life, To what end ahould I seek it? when in strength Ail mortals I
ezceird, and great in hopes With yonthfiil courage, and magnanimous
tiboughts Of birth from Heaven foretold, and high exploits, Full of divine
instinct, after some proof, Of acts indeed beroic, far beyond The sons of
Anak, famoos now and blazed, Fearless of danger, like a petty god I walk'd
about admirad of ail and dreaded On hostile ground, none daring my
afiront. Then swoUen with pride into the snare I fell Of £ir fallacious
looks, venereal trains, Soften'd with pleasure and voluptuous life ; At length
to lay my head and hallow'd pledge Of ail my strength in the lascivious lap
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me Like a tame wether, ail my precious
fleece, Then tum'd me out ridiculous, despoil'd, Shaven» and disaim'd
among mine enendes. Cho, Beaire of wine and ail delicious drinks, Which
many a famous wandor overtums, Thou coiddst reprass ; nor did the
dancing mby Sparkling, outpour'd, the flavour, or the smell. Or taste that
cheers the heart of Gods and Men, Allure thee from die cool crystalline
stream. Sam, Wherever fountain or fresh current 4ow'd Against the eastem
ray, translucent, pure With touch etherial of Heatven's fiery rod, I drank,
from the clear milky juice allaying
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24 SAMSON AOONISTES. Thirst, and refresh'd : nor envied
them the grape Whose heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. Cho, Oh
madness, to think use of strongest wines And strongest drinks oui chief
support of health, When God with theése forbidden made choice to rear His
mighty champion, strong above compare, Whose drink was only from the
ligoid brook. &im.Butwhatavail'dthistemperance,not complete, Against
another object more entidngl What boots it at one gate to make defence,
And at another to let in the foe, Effemiuately vanquish'd? by which means,
Now blind, disheartenM, shamed, dishonour'd, quell'd, To what can I be
usefnl, wherein serve My nation, and the work from Heaven imposed. But
to sit idie on the household hearth, A burdenous drone; to visitants a gaze.
Or pitied object, these redundant locks Robustious to no purpose clustering
down. Vain monument of strength; till length of years And sedentary
numbness craze my limbs To a contemptible old age obscure ? Here rather
let me drudge, and eam my bread ; Till vermin, or the draff of servile food.
Consume me, and oft invocated death Hasten the welcome end of ail my
pains. [gift Man, Wilt thou then serve the Philistines with that Which was
ezpressly given thee to annoy them 1 Better at home lie bedrid, not only
idle, Inglorious, unemployM, with age outwom.



SAMSON A60NISTES. 25 But God, who caused a foontain at
thy prayer From the dry ground to spring, thy thint to allay After the brunt
of battle, can as easy Cause light again within thy eyes to spring,
Wherewith to serve him better than thou hast; And I persuade me so ; why
else this strength Miraculous yet remaining in those locks 1 His might
continues in tfaece not for nought, Nor shall his wondrous gifts be frustrate
thus. Sam, AU otherwise to me my thoughts portend, That these dark orbs
no more shall treat with light, Nor the other light of life continue long, But
yield to double darkness nigh at hand : So much I feel my génial spirits
droop, My hopes ail flat. Nature within me seems In ail her functions weary
of herself ; My race of glory run, and race of shame, And I shall shortly be
with them that rest. Man, Believe not thése suggestions, which proceed
From anguish of the mind and humours black, That mingle with thy fancy. I
however Must not omit a father's timely care To prosecute the means of thy
deliveiance By ransom, or how else : mean while be calm, And healing
words from theése thy friends admit. [Exit, Sam. O that Torment should not
be confined To the body's wounds and sores, With maladies innumerable In
heart, head, breast, and reins ;
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26 SAMSON AfIORISTBSi But nmst secret passage find * To the
inmost mind, There exercise ail his fierce accidents. And on her pnrest
spirits prey. As on entrails, joints, and limbs, Witli answerable pains, bot
more intense, Though void of corporal sens€. My griefs not only pain me
As a lingering disease. Bat, finding no redress, feiment and rage ; Nor less
than woonds immedicable Rankie, aod fester, and gangren¢, To black-
myrtification. Thoagbtsy.,j)|j onnentors, arm'd with deadly atings, Mangle
n"ifirehensiTe tenderest parts, Ezasperate, exulcerate, and raise Dire
inflammation, which no cooling herb Or médicinal liquor can assnage, Nor
breath of yemal air £rom snowy Alp. Steep hatb forsook and giyen me o'er
To death's benambing opinm as my only cure : Tbence faintings, swoonings
of despair. And sénse of Heaven”s désertion. I was his nursling once, and
choice delight, His destined from the womb, Promised by heavenly messine
twice descending, Under his spécial eye Abstemious I grew up, and thrived
amain ; He led me on to mightiest deeds, Abore the nerve of mortal atm.
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8AMSON A60NISTBS. 27 Against the uncircumcised, our
enemies : But now hath cast me off as nevet Jknown, And to those cruel
enemies, Whom I by fais appointment had proToked, Left me ail helpless
witfa the irréparable loss Of sight, reserved alive to be repeated The subject
of their cruelty or scom. Nor am I in the list of them that hope ; Hopeless
are ail my evils» ail remediless : This one prayer yet remains, might I be
heard. No long pétition, speedy death, The close of ail my miseries, and the
hahrA Cho, Many are the sayings of the wise, :v In ancient and in modem
books inroll'ul Extolling patience as the truest fortitul And to the bearing
well of ail calamities, AU chances incident to man's frail life, Consolatories
writ With stodied argument, and much persuasion sought Lenient of grief
and anzious thought : But with the afflicted in bis pangs their sound little
prevails, or rather seems a tune Harsh, and of dissonant mood from fais
complaint ; Unless he feel within Some source of consolation from above,
Secret refreshings, that repair bis strength. And fiiinting spirits uphold. God
of our fiithers, what is man ! That thou towards him with hand so Tarions,
Or might I say contrarious, Temper'st thy providence thiough bis short
course,.



28 SAHSON A60NISTES. Not evenly, as thou ralest i The
angelic orders, and inferior créatures mute, Irrational and brute. Nor do I
name of men the common rout, That wandering loose about 1 Grow up and
perish, as the summer fly, ( Heads without name no more remember'd ; j
But such as thou hast solemnly elected, With gifts and graces eminently
adom'd, To some great work, thy glory, And people's safety, which ia part
they effect : Yet toward theése thus dignified, thou oft, Amidst their highth of
noon, Changest thy countenance, and thy handi with no regard Of highest
favours past From thee on them, or them to thee of service. Nor only dost
dégrade them, or remit To life obscured, which were a fair dismission. But
throw'st them lower than thou didst ezalt them high; Unseemly falls in
human eye, Too grievous for the trespass or omission ; Ofk leavest them to
the hostile sword Of Heathen and profane, their carcasses To dogs and
fowls a prey, or else captived-; Or to the unjust tribunals, under change of
times. And condenmation of the ingrateful multitude. If thése they 'scape,
perhaps in poverty With sickness and disease thou bow'st them down,
Painful diseases and deform'd.
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SAM SON AGONISTBS. 29 In crade old age ; Thoagh not
disordinate, yet causeless suffering The punishment of dissolute days : in
fine, Just, or unjufit, alike seem misérable. For oft alike both corne to evil
end. So deal not with this once tby glorious champion, The image of thy
strength, and mighty minister. What do I beg ? how hast thou dealt already !
Behold him 1n his state cal ami tous, and torn His labours, for thou canst, to
peaceful end. — But who is this, what thing of sea or land ? Female of sex
it seems, That so bedeck'd, omate, and gay, Comes this way sailing Like a
stately ship Of Tarsus, bound for the isles Of Javan or G adiré, With ail her
bravery on, and tackle trim, Sails fiird, and streamers waving, Courted by
ail the winds that hold them play. An amber scent of odorous perfume Her
harbinger, a damsel train behind ; Some rich Philistian matron she may
seem ; And now at nearer view, no other certain Than Dalila thy Wife.
*Sam. My Wife ! my Traitress : let her not corne neat me. Cho, Yet on she
moves, now stands and eyes thee fix'd, Aboat to have spoke ; but now, with
head decUned,



The text on this page is estimated to be only 21.79% accurate

30 SAMSOn AOONISTBS. Like a fair fiower surcharged with
dew, flhe “eeps. And words addrem'd seem into tears difisolred, Wetting the
boiders of het «iken veil : But now again aie makes addreBS to speak. Enter
Djllila. Dal, With dofabtful feet and wai”vring resolution I came, still
dreading thy diapleasure, Samson, Which to hxve merited, without ezcusei |
cannot but acknowledge ; yet, if tears May ezpiate (though the fact more
evil drew In the perverse erent than I foresaw), My penance hath not
slacken'd, though my pardon No way assured. But conjugal affection,
Prevailing over fear and timorous doubt» Hath led me on, desirous to
behold Once more thy face, and know of thy estate. If aught in my ability
may serve To lighten what thon suffer'st, and appease Thy mind with what
amends 1s in my power, Though late, yet in some part to recompense My
rash, but more unfortunate, misdeed* Sam, Ont, out, Hycena ! these are thy
woated arts, And arts of every woman false hko thee, To break ail faith, ail
vows, deceive, betray, Then as repentant to submit, beseech, And
reconcilement move with feign'd remorse, Confess, and promise wonders in
her changé ; Not truly pénitent, but chief to try Her husbaad, how far urged
his patience bears,
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SAM&OK AOONISTES. $i His virtue or weaknesa which “ay to
ass&il : Thea with more cautiouB and iostructed skiU Again transgresses,
and again submits ; That wisest and best men, fall oft beguUed, With
goodness principled not to reject The pénitent, bat ever to forgive, Are
drawn to wear out misérable days, Entangled with a poisonous bosom
snake. If not by quick destruction soon eut off, As I by thee, to ages an
ezample. Dal. Yet hear me, Samson; not that I endearour To lessen or
eztenuate my ofience ; But that on the other side, if it be weigh'd By itsclf,
with aggravations not surcharged. Or else with just allowance
counterpoised, I may, if possible, thy pardon find The easier towards me, or
thy hatred les». First granting, as I do, it was a weakness In me, bat incident
to ail our sex, Curiosi”, inquisitive, importune Of secrets, then with like
infirmky To publish them, both common female faults : Was it not
weakness also to make known For importimity, that is for nought, Wherein
consisted ail thy strength and safety ? To what i1 did thou show'dst me first
die way. t But I to enemies reveal'd, and should not : N



S1 SAMSON AGONISTES. So near related, or the same of kind,
Thine forgive mine ; that men may censure thine The gentler, if severely
thoa exact not More strength firom me than in thyself waa found. And what
if love, which thou interpret'st liate, The jealousy of love, powerfal of sway
In human hearts, nor less in mind towards thee, Caosed what I did 1 I saw
thee mutable Of fancy, fear'd lest one day thon wouldst leave me As her at
Timna, sought by ail means therefore How to endear, and hold thee to me
firmest : No better way I saw than by imp6rtuning To leam thy secrets, get
into my power Thy key of strength and safety : thou wilt say, Why then
reveal'd 1 I was assur'd by those AVho tempted me, that nothing was
design'd Against thee but safe custody, and hold : That made for me ; I
knew that liberty Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises, While I at
home sat fiill of cares and fears, Wailing thy absence in my widow'd bed ;
Here I should still enjoy thee, day and night. Mine and love*s prisoner, not
the Philistines', Whole to myself, unhazarded abroad, Fearless at home of
partners in my love. These reasons in love's law have pass'd for good,
Though fond and reasonless to some perhaps ; And love hath oft, well
meaning, wrought much woe, Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain'd. Be
not unlike ail others, not austére



SAMSON AGONISTES. 33 As thou art strong, inflexible as steel.
If thou in strength ail mortals dost ezceed, In uncompassionate anger do not
so. Sam, How cunningly the sorceress displays Her own transgressions, to
upbraid me mine ! That malice, not repentance, brought thee hither, By this
appears ; I gave, thou say'st, the ezample, I led the way ; bitter reproach, but
true ; I to myself was false ere thou to me ; Such pardon therefore as I give
my folly, Take to thy wicked deed ; which when thou seest Impartial, self-
severe, inexorable, Thou wilt renounce thy seeking, and much rather
Confess it feign'd ; Weakness is thy excuse, And I believe it ; weakness to
resist Philistian gold ; If weakness may excuse, What murderer, what traiter,
parricide, Incestuous, sacrilegious, but may plead it ? AU wickedness is
weakness : that plea therefore With God or Man will gain thee no
remission. But loTO constniin'd thee ; call it furious rage To satisfy thy lust
: love seeks to have love ; My love how couldst thou hope, who took'st the
way To raise in me inexpiable hate, Knowing, as needs I must, by thee
betray'd? In vain thou strivest to cover shame with shame. Or by évasions
thy crime uncover'st more. ~ DaL Since thou determinest weakness for no
plea In man or woman, though to thy own condemning, Hear.what assaults I
had, what snares besides, What si¢ges girt me round, ere I consented ;
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34 SAMSON AOOMISTES. Which might have awéd the best
resolved of men, The constantest, to have yielded without bUme. It was not
gold, as to my charge thou lay'at, That wTOught with me : Thou know'st the
magiatiates And princes of my country came in person, Solicited»
commanded, threaten*d, urged, Adjured by ail the bonds of civil duty And
of reUgion, press'd how juat it was, * 1 How honourable, how glorious, to
entrap | A common enemy, who had destroy'd Such nombers of our nation :
and the priest ' Was not behind, but ever at my ear, Preaching how
meritorious with the gods I would be to snare an irréligions Dishonourer of
Dagon ; what had I To oppose against such powerful arguments 1 Only my
love of thee held long debate. And combated in silence ail these reasons
With hard contést : at length that grounded maxim, So rife and celebrated in
Uie mouths Of wisest men, that to the public good Private respects must
yield, with grave anthari™ Took full possession of me, and prevail'd ; Virtue,
as I thought, truth, duty, so enjoiniog, Sam, I thought where ail thy circling
wiles would end; In feign'd religion, smooth hypocrisy ! But had thy love,
still odioualy pretended, Been» as it ought, sincere, it would have tanght
thee Far other reasonings, brought fbrth other deeds. I, before ail the
daughters of my tribe
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/ SAMSON AOONISTES. SS. Aské of my nation, chose tliee ttom
among My enemies, loved thee, as too well thon knew'st ; Too well ;
nnbosom'd ail my secrets to thee, Not ont of leyity, but overpower'd By tfay
request, who could deny thee nothing ; Yet now am judged an enemy. Why
then Didst tliou at first receive me for thy husband, Then, a» since then, thy
country's foe pro(esB*d ? Belag once a wife, for me thou was